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Adelaide’s Anglicans surprised 
thenselves on Back to Church 
Sunday  September 13.

We asked people to come back 
to Church and they actually 
came.

Preliminary reports indicate 
that in the 20 parishes which 
reported their outcomes before 
the Guardian went to press, some 
488 extra people attended,.

This is an average of 24.4 peo-
ple per parish.

Now the challenge is to help 
these folk become part of our 
communities and of course 

some won’t, but some will. It’s 
an encouraging result for a first 
attempt in a denomination where 
we tend to be hesitant about 
sharing our faith. 

The ice is now broken and we 
can learn from this experience for 
next year.

We have a large number of 
people in Adelaide who think of 
themselves as Anglican (see panel 
on back page) so we have plenty 
of opportunities to extend a hand 
of friendship to these ‘nominal’ 
Anglicans.  

Here’s some of the feedback :
• “There was a good response 
from parishioners. About 30 

people attended who would not 
usually have been there – and 
some have already said they will 
be back next week!”
• “I feel good about today and so 
did my people.”
• “Where was the publicity from 
the Diocese and the National 
Church in the local media?”
• ‘It was well received as a 
concept.  There were many who 
used this opportunity to talk 
about church to their family and 
friends.” 
• “As far as one could tell, the ini-
tiative was well received - some 
people were more conscientious 
about inviting than others. It will 

be interesting to learn how the 
day went in other places. I was 
very pleased to hear how well the 
Archbishop spoke of the day on 
891 radio.”
• “Worth doing, showed people 
we could do it, I suspect worth 
doing each year as a “focus” for 
people to think about their invit-
ing.”
• “The concept is worth pursuing. 
I think our traditional congrega-
tion will get used to the idea and 
gain more confidence in it.” 
• “Well over 30 people attended 
who would not usually be here.  
At this stage we know of at least 
4 people who are really keen to 

connect/reconnect.  All in all, an 
excellent initiative.”
• “We purchased a banner for in 
front of the church, contributed 
to the banner on Unley Road 
and tried to get an article in the 
Eastern Courier.”

Word of mouth will be the 
best means of getting the event 
known.

As it becomes a traditional day 
it may be easier to get coverage 
and to run it more smoothly as 
has happened in the UK.

A constant refrain has been to 
avoid the footy final season as 
church numbers understandably 
drop at this time.

4 Brian
McLaren
on action

2 Chamber 
of no
secrets

The Kleins: 
Next stop
Tanzania

7

Isabella Hood, Shauna Wetherell, Madeline Herd, Brad Henley, Keith Brice and Archbishop Jeffrey                                                                                    (c) Newspix/Tom Lee 




