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When Dr Sarah Macneil was 
installed, as Dean of St  
Peter’s Cathedral last month by 
Archbishop Jeffrey Driver, in the 
presence of a large congregation 
including the Bishop of Canber-
ra Goulburn, Stuart Robinson, 
and parishioners from Ainslie 
in the ACT, the choir sang the 
motet composed by John Blow, 
Let thy hand be strengthened. 

Cold as the Adelaide winter 
night was outside, the Cathe-
dral warmed with the generous 
welcomes extended to Sarah and 
her husband, the Reverend Ian 
Chaplin. 

Sarah’s own embracing re-
sponse to the welcomes from 

the Hon. Trish White (represent-
ing the State Government, and 
with her family a member of the 
Cathedral congregation), the 
Lord Mayor, Michael Harbison, 
and other speakers on behalf of 
the wider Christian community 
of Adelaide, the clergy of the 
Diocese, and most importantly, 
the cathedral family, was one 
of joy and anticipation at the 
beginning of a new ministry in 
her life. 

In receiving the traditional 
symbols of a bible, prayer book, 
water, bread and wine, and a 
stole, Sarah’s hands were indeed 
strengthened by additional 
symbols representing the vision, 
music and story of the Cathedral 
and its place in the City.

  The motet concluded with 
the words, let mercy and truth 
go before your face, reminding 
Sarah of the profound calling 
she now was undertaking.

In an interview with Lauren 
Zwaans of The Advertiser, Sarah 
revealed that she was excited the 
Anglican Church was appointing 
women to senior posts – ‘I cer-
tainly believe it’s part of who we 
are as a church … God is calling 
us to be an inclusive community 
in so many ways. 

The role of women is part of 
that… it gives younger women 
the sense the church is opening 
up. There’s a lot of joy and hope 
around.’ 

Sarah expressed the hope 
that under her leadership the 
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tralia’s “twitterer in chief”.  It’s a 
sign of the times.

Through the eighties and nine-
ties we saw a digital revolution in 
mass media and it changed the 
way politics was done.  It contrib-
uted to the “presidentialisation” 
of party-politics, with media pres-
ence and slick one-liners becom-
ing an electoral necessity.  Even 
blokey back benchers trimmed 
their nasal hair and took courses 
in media presentation.

Now the digital revolution in 
mass media has been followed by 
a digital revolution in personal 
communication. The prolifera-
tion of bulk emailing, facebook 
and twitter has opened up 
another era.  Now everyone can 
have a say … well, at least with 
twitter, around 140 characters 
worth of say.  From one point of 
view it’s very democratic.

But it has its risks, as Martin 
Hamilton-Smith and Malcom 
Turnbull discovered.  Informa-
tion in this new area of personal 
media is harder to authenticate. 

“ Twitter and co. take us to  
 a different space.  
It’s a grey unregulated space 
where truth is personalised, 
immediate, impressionistic 
and often uncheckable.

Cathedral would ‘continue to be 
a wonderful place of inspiring 
worship … the Cathedral has 
a special place in the hearts of 
the people of Adelaide’ . Mind-
ful of the leadership role of the 
Cathedral, Sarah said, ‘I hope it’s 
a place the whole of the diocese 
will recognise as its mother 
church’. 

The checks and accountabili-
ties of the mass media no longer 
apply.  If a political party wants to 
get its view out through the mass 
media, then there are those paid 
political announcements duly 
“authorised and spoken by (insert 
name) for the (insert name) 
Party”.  Someone is accountable 
for what is said.  Newspapers and 
television channels have all sorts 
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of regulations governing their 
content.

Twitter and co. take us to a 
different space.  It’s a grey un-
regulated space where truth is 
personalised, immediate, impres-
sionistic and often uncheckable.

  And because only the truly 
great can say something remotely 
worthwhile in a hundred or so 
characters, it is inevitably high in 
assertion and low in substance.  
Even at a personal level there 
are dangers, as many a teenager 
has discovered through foolish 
disclosures on facebook.

At the level of public politics, 
there’s even more at stake.  The 
unsubstantiated can spread at 
broadband speed. Reputations 
and careers can be damaged at 
an alarming rate with little op-
portunity for response or redress.

This new world of personal 
communication will always be 
hard to regulate.  That’s it very 
nature.  Often it will be difficult 
to authenticate.  Again that’s its 
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nature; although recent blunders 
have shown that not all our politi-
cal leaders have understood this 
well, honest and well intended 
people though they may be.

The challenge for our public 
leaders, then, is to develop an 
ethic about how they use this 
powerful personal technology; to 
ensure it contributes to democ-
racy and not to the manipulation 

of democracy; to ensure that it is 
used to give individuals voice, not 
to undermine through innuendo 
and suggestion. 

Somewhere in the brave new 
world of twitter, face-book and 
political texting, there’s still space 
for that ancient commandment 
about not bearing false witness, 
even when its 21st century appli-
cation may be about checking the 
authenticity of personal media 
material that lands on a politi-
cian’s desk.

Jesus told his followers they 
were to ensure that their “yes” 
was indeed “yes” and their “no” 
indeed “no” and added: “anything 
more than this comes from the 
evil one” (Matt. 5.37).

It sounds like a great beginning 
for an ethics policy in the world 
of twitter and co.
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Left to right: The Rev’d  
Lynda Teague, The Venerable 
Chris Chataway, Archbishop, 
The Rev’d Lyndon  
Sulzberger (hidden), Miss 
Richella-Lea Falland (MC),
The Rev’d Michael Whiting, 
The Very Rev’d Dr Sarah 
Macneil and her husband 
The Rev’d Ian Chaplin.

Installation at St Peter’s cathedral

newGUcoveraug.indd   2 25/7/09   7:49:09 PM




