














Members of 
the diocese

 

are invited to join
the bishops each 
Tuesday morning 
at 7.30 am in the 
Lady Chapel in 
St Peter’s 
Cathedral for 
Holy Communion 
and to pray for 
the diocese. 
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The Archishop of Adelaide has 
urged State and Federal lead-
ers to ensure that there is not an 
extended ‘human hangover’ from 
the present economic crisis.

Archbishop Jeffrey Driver told 
a meeting of the Synod of the 
Diocese of Adelaide on Saturday 
23 May that following previous 
recessions many Australians 
had spent years on the edge of 
employment and opportunity, 
some never recovering a produc-
tive place.

He reminded the Synod that 

“regardless of who is in govern-
ment, the effects of the current 
global economic crisis will be 
around for some time. And there-
fore our responses to it will shape 
what sort of society we bequeath 
to the next generation.”

Australia’s projected cash defi-
cit of $32.1 billion for the current 
year will double to $57.6 billion 
in 2009-10; equivalent to 4.9 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
and the largest since World War 
II.  We are told that Australia’s 
projected budget deficits and net 

debt, challenging as they might 
be, will compare favourably with 
those of most of our trading 
partners.

“Recessions come and go and 
we remember them as the econo-
mists define them; periods of 
negative economic growth”, said 
the Archbishop.

“When positive economic 
growth returned we were told the 
recession was over. The problem 
is that economic recessions tend 
to leave huge social hangovers. 

“Family breakdown is all too 

Synod moves the goalposts
from maintenance to mission
Mission, rather than capital 
works, will be favoured by de-
ductions from the levy paid by 
our parishes according to the 
discussion at Synod, our church 
parliament.

The Synod met on Saturday 
23 May, and the 280 members 
considered “the economy of 
God” in re-ordering the dio-
cese’s financial affairs.

 Archbishop Jeffrey moved 
the Synod into conference for 
an informal discussion of the 
rewritten draft deductions 
policy. 

During this debate the new 
principle of using deductions to 
support parishes undertaking 
mission activities was strongly 
supported.

Paul Hunt, parish priest of 
Magill, welcomed the deduc-
tions for church plants and 
“repotting” rather than capital 

works despite his parish’s im-
pending need for major build-
ing works.  

Rob Leeder the parish treas-
urer from Hawthorn argued for 
a greater allowance for building 
repairs.

The Archbishop left the chair 
to remind Synod that assess-
ment and deductions are 
about how we do mission to-
gether and share the costs, the 
“oikonomia” of God rather than 
taxation and finances. (See the 
Archbishop’s column above)

While there was a clear call 
from some members for no 
deductions and a lower as-
sessment levy, the majority of 
Synod preferred to continue 
allowing deductions from the 
assessment levied on parishes.

Synod voted to make this the  
last of the regular May Synods 
with only one Synod a year in 

The writer of the Letter to 
the Ephesians speaks of the 
“oikonomia” (economy) 

of God as being focussed on the 
fulfilment of all things in Christ.    
Similar language was used by the 
early Church Fathers.  

The “oikonomia” of God is 
the divine self ordering directed 
towards the redemption of the 
world. It is forever outgoing, 
never reluctant or self-invested.  
It is the spendthrift economy of 
self-giving, self-sacrificing love.

In times of financial constraint 
there is always greater pressure 
to take a conserving approach, to 
put our energy into holding on to 
what we have, rather than risking 
what we have in the pursuit of 
what might be.  Difficult times do 
require prudent stewardship.  

Yet if we are to live as God’s 
people, there is no escaping the 

Jeffrey Driver: In tough times we 
need courage to be led into

God’s real
economy

divine economy to which the 
Writer to the Ephesians refers; the 
ordering of the household of God 
has to be about the self-giving 
mission of God in the world.  

We cannot be faithful and be 
about anything else or anything 
less.

There are a number of matters 
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that our recent Synod discussed 
that are intended to shift us a 
little further down the road from 
maintenance to mission. 

 The draft deductions policy 
is one example, with its shift in 
emphasis from maintenance ex-
penses towards supporting fresh 
initiatives in mission.  

Challenging as they may be, 
these administrative and finan-
cial changes will be necessary if 
we are to be a growing church 
as opposed to being a declining 
church of the status quo.  

They are part of that ongoing 
journey through which we are 
called, and find ourselves, once 
more in mission.

We cannot avoid the implica-
tions of a crisis in the world 
economy.  

We must be mindful of our 
responsibility as trustees and 
stewards for the prudent eco-
nomic management of the 
Diocese of Adelaide.   But as 

“ Difficult times do
require prudent steward-

ship.  Yet if we are to live as 
God’s people, there is no  
escaping the divine economy.

often an outcome of financial 
distress; when unemployment hit 
many households in that reces-
sion, there was a longer term 
price to be paid in terms of the 
health of those families. 

“The early Greeks were the first 
to coin the phrase ‘economy’ 
(oikonomia)”, the Archbishop 
pointed out.  “For Aristotle it was 
management of a household, 
or the State, so as to increase its 
value to every member over the 
longer term.   This ancient eco-
nomic aspiration of ensuring that 

every member of the household 
was included in the benefits of 
its management has a particular 
relevance to our difficult times.

“If Australia is to avoid a long 
term social ‘hangover’ from the 
present economic crisis it is vi-
tally important that measures by 
Federal and State Governments 
over several budget cycles should 
focus not just on infrastructure 
and short term stimulus; they 
should have as a clear priority the 
goal of long term inclusion of the 
most marginalised.” 

Human hangover 
of recession

the People of God it is the econ-
omy of God that we must dare to 
allow prevail in our midst; that 
ordering of the household of God 
for the mission of God beyond 
the Church and in the world.

May we be preoccupied with 
the economy of God!

+Jeffrey

Adelaide’s Synod held in May focussed on economic 
justice inside and outside the Church
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October from now on.
Parish income for assessment 

will now include expenditure on 
behalf of parishes from associ-
ated trusts.  

A lively debate at Synod con-
cerned whether at least one of 
a couple need to be baptised in 
order for them to be married in 
the Anglican church.

 Most speakers argued that 
enabling un-baptised people 
to be married enabled the good 
news to be made known to the 
couple, their family and the 
congregation.  

Others pointed to the impor-
tance of maintaining Christian 
as opposed to secular marriage, 
that the traditions and teaching 
of the Church assume baptism 
of people seeking marriage.

In the end the opportunity for 
evangelism was the more per-
suasive view at this synod. 

Archbishop Jeffrey and Mrs 
Lindy Driver are seeking 
gardeners to form a group 
to work with them to plan, 
develop and maintain the 
gardens at Bishops Court.

In one of Adelaide’s premier 
settings Bishops Court garden 
can serve the wider communi-
ty as part of the open gardens 
scheme and as a place for 
gatherings and celebrations.

 With the 90,000 litre water 
tank the garden will have a 
plentiful supply of water. What 
is required is the inspiration 
and creative flair, skills, hard 
work and knowledge of keen 
gardeners.

If you are interested please 
contact Heather Scrimshaw 
8305 9353 or hscrimshaw@
adelaide.anglican.com.au

Green fingers

Allan Perryman and Jenny 
Wilson enjoyed Synod. 
Photograph by Christine Beal

Chapel 
worship, 
Anglican 
Synod
On the whole, elderly
except for a few young men,
Jesus-long-hair in pony tails,
but all great singers
to send the hallowed words
reverberating monastically
across the chapel,
though many a chesty cough
interrupted the bishop’s
sermon, he mustering 
more energy than most,
and the marble steps
giving elevation to the altar
a problem for arthritic knees
and wobbly walking,
sticks left in pews
at Communion time
and courage summoned
to be the Church.

                                  Dawn Colsey   
23/5/09
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