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Church Planter Guy Mason has
been taken by surprise. “I was
asked to lead a team of 10 to 12
people to plant a new church in
the new suburb of Docklands, in
inner Melbourne.

“In God’s grace we began with a
team of 50. Now, 16 months later
we are heading towards 300.”

Docklands church is on the Ad-
elaide side of Melbourne’s CBD,
in an area of shiny new residen-
tial towers and office blocks.

Melbournes’ newest Anglican
church is officially part of the
oldest, St James Old Cathedral in
West Melbourne. St Jude’s Carl-
ton, a large evangelical student-
based church is also a partner.

A second surprise is the venue
for the new church, the James
Squires Brewhouse, a brand new
waterfront pub. “We were look-
ing for a venue”, says Guy. “My
Wife and I dined at the James
Squires Brewhouse one night,
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and thought it would be ideal.
The next day a couple come up to
us at a church, and said we own a
couple of venues and we'd like to
offer you the brewhouse in.”

Docklands church meets up-
stairs at the Brewhouse, a modern
shiny family friendly space with
large window overlooking the
waterfront. “The pub creates a
friendly dynamic,” the church
planter says. “It’s really accessible
to people who have never been

in a church building”. Having
featured a church turned into a
bottleshop on the last Guardian
cover, we're pleased to balance it
with a pub turned into a church.
Guy Mason is looking to start a
third service. The plant has drawn
people who have been church
drop outs for four or five years.
There’s been a number of adult
baptisms as people have become
Christian. And there’s a few ag-
nostics and atheists in the crowd.
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At Docklands you can SMS
questions during the sermon, and
for a recent talk on Angels and
Demons Guy got people to put
questions on his facebook page
that helped shape the sermon as
he wrote it.

“We are really committed to
teaching and preaching and
keeping the Bible open” says Guy.
“Some church plants have thrown
out the distinctives of Christianity
to be culturally relevent”.







