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Church Planter Guy Mason has 
been taken by surprise. “I was 
asked to lead a team of 10 to 12 
people to plant a new church in 
the new suburb of Docklands, in 
inner Melbourne.

“In God’s grace we began with a 
team  of 50. Now, 16 months later 
we are heading towards 300.”   

Docklands church is on the Ad-
elaide side of Melbourne’s CBD, 
in an area of shiny new residen-
tial towers and offi ce blocks.

Melbournes’ newest Anglican 
church is offi cially part of the 
oldest, St James Old Cathedral in 
West Melbourne. St Jude’s Carl-
ton, a large evangelical student-
based church is also a partner.

 A second surprise is the venue 
for the new church, the James 
Squires Brewhouse, a brand new 
waterfront pub. “We were look-
ing for a venue”, says Guy. “My 
Wife and I dined at the James 
Squires Brewhouse one night, 

and thought it would be ideal. 
The next day a couple come up to 
us at a church, and said we own a 
couple of venues and we’d like to 
offer you the brewhouse in.”

Docklands church meets up-
stairs at the Brewhouse, a modern 
shiny family friendly space with 
large window overlooking the 
waterfront. “The pub creates a 
friendly dynamic,” the church 
planter says.  “It’s really accessible 
to people who have never been 

in a church building”. Having 
featured a church turned into a 
bottleshop on the last Guardian 
cover, we’re pleased to balance it 
with a pub turned into a church.

Guy Mason is looking to start a 
third service. The plant has drawn 
people who have been church 
drop outs for four or fi ve years. 
There’s been a number of adult 
baptisms as people have become 
Christian. And there’s a few ag-
nostics and atheists in the crowd.

At Docklands you can SMS 
questions during the sermon, and 
for a recent talk on Angels and 
Demons Guy got people to put 
questions on his facebook page 
that helped shape the sermon as 
he wrote it.

“We are really committed to 
teaching and preaching and 
keeping the Bible open” says Guy. 
“Some church plants have thrown 
out the distinctives of Christianity 
to be culturally relevent”.

Maybe a nightclub will
be the next church

Guy Mason, Docklands pastor, in his church building
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Church in a pub could be just 
the beginning of new forms of 
church.

“Anything you can do to 
breakdown a stereotype about 
church, that helps make it ac-
cessible to ordinary people may 
be worth trying”, says church 
planter Guy Mason. “I would 
always look for something 
different”. He thinks there are 
lots of options and new ways of 
doing church. He is surprised 
that there are not more church 
plants in Melbourne.

Guy wants to help others 
plant churches, and is bringing 
the l‘enfant terrible of Church 
planting Mark Driscoll, who 
planted the 10,000 member 
Mars Hill church in Seattle 
the US’s least Christian city, to 
Melbourne in December. Mars 

Hill ran one of the the main 
rock venues in Seattle for years 
to link to the community. The 
multi-campus church attracts 
a young demographic with a 
‘grunge’ attitude.

Driscoll caused a stir in 
Sydney last year by accusing 
the local Anglicans of compla-
cency and of following a Trinity 
of “Father, Son and Holy Bible”.  
His Acts 29 network of church 
planters has attracted an Aus-
tralian following.

Mason is hopeful that a new 
generation of church planters 
will follow Mars Hill and Dock-
lands inventing new forms of 
church but with the old old 
message. He is keen to hear 
from Adelaide would be church 
planters. 

www.docklandschurch.org.au

Stephen Pickard raises

The Post
Easter Problem
The Church of Jesus Christ is 

now offi cially in the 
period of the great forty 

days between the resurrection 
and ascension.  

This was a transitional period 
in the unfolding of God’s purpos-
es for the world and it was in this 
time that the risen Jesus appeared 
and no doubt conversed with his 
disciples.  I wondered what kind 
of strategic meetings they might 
have had at the nerve centre of 
operations in Jerusalem. I can im-
agine briefi ngs, planning, maybe 
a few arguments, allocation of 
jobs for the new mission, con-
tingency arrangements if things 
went wrong or they encountered 
confl ict and of course fi nancial 
plans. Of course these imaginings 
seem more fanciful than real.  We 
are told that following the initial 
appearances of the risen Christ 
the believers were instructed 
to wait in Jerusalem until they 
received power from on high.  
Even this slither of information 
does get the imagination mov-
ing; power for what?  Probably 
energy for witness over a sus-
tained period.  We all need that.  
Maybe they would need power 
to deal with problems that would 
inevitably arise.  

Whatever the forty days were 
about they were most assuredly 
about learning to wait patiently.  
That rare quality of patience 
is precisely what our anxious 
and fearful world (I include the 
Church especially here!) needs 
to cultivate; patience that God’s 
visitation will not fail; patience 
that the work of the Spirit of 
Christ will not fi nally be thwart-
ed; patience to let God be God 
rather than making God in our 

own image; patience with our 
own brothers and sisters in trying 
times knowing that, as the great 
sixteenth century Reformer Mar-
tin Luther once said ‘we are all in 
the same swamp’.  The forty days 
in waiting overturned the forty 
years of wandering in the wilder-
ness and no doubt reminded the 
disciples of the forty days of Jesus’ 
temptation in the wilderness.  

But the resurrection/ascen-
sion great forty days were 
days, we are told, not only of 

patient waiting but primarily days 
of unrestrained praise of God 

– back in the temple each day giv-
ing thanks to God; offering prayer 
and praise to the God and Father 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

It is the note of joy and praise 
that is uppermost in the Scrip-
tures during this period.  Perhaps 
amidst all that strategic planning, 
assignment of responsibilities; 
and development of critical 
responses to emerging diffi culties 
the Church might do well to recall 
that none of our work makes a 
lot of sense if it is extracted from 
the cauldron of prayer and praise 
of God.  The great forty days are 
great not because of the great 
plans hatched but because in the 
patient waiting new prayer and 
praise of God could take root.  

When the day of Pentecost 
arrived and the power 
from on high exploded 

upon the scene prayer and praise 
was taken to a new depth; new 
tongues; new expressions of faith 
broke out; new mission erupted; 
witnesses to the ends of the world 
were mobilised; the believers 
shared their lives and possessions 
as signs of the generosity of the 
Lord.  

Henceforth the most critical 
problem facing the Church was a 
most unusual one; not what we 
commonly think.  The problem 
can be stated quite bluntly: how 
to cope with the abundance of 
God in the world.  The resurrec-
tion of Christ and the coming of 
the Spirit constituted a massive 
outpouring of God’s love and 
power.  In the light of this the 
most signifi cant challenge facing 
the Church – including the Angli-
can Church in Adelaide – is how 
to cope with this fresh expression 
of God’s love.  This is the post 
Easter problem worth having.  
Maybe it’s time to latch onto this 
problem and let this challenge 
defi ne and inform all the other 
diffi culties and tasks before us.  

All the best as you struggle to 
cope with God’s abundant bless-
ings this Easter.

Grace and Peace

Bishop Stephen
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