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Easter means
life begins again 

4 Adelaide
goes
green
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through
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Setting
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free
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Two thousand Adelaide Anglicans 
have been meeting together for 
Bible study and prayer through 
Lent and the Archbishop thinks 
it’s just the beginning.

Archbishop Jeffrey Driver initi-
ated a Lenten Pilgrimage, From 
the Cross to the World because 
he believes the church needs to 
re-engage with its mission in the 
21st century.

More than two thirds of all Aus-
tralians believe in God and most 
of them still claim some connec-

tion with the Christian Church”, 
the archbishop said.  “Yet many 
parishes and dioceses have been 
in steady decline.

“The challenge before us is to 
reconnect a rapidly changing 
society with an unchanging mes-
sage about the dying and rising of 
Jesus.  To do this will mean some 
“dying” and “rising” within the 
church itself as it adapts, lets go 
of some old habits, and moves 
out into the different world it is 
now called to serve.

“Our call as the Church is not 
only to believe in Easter but to 
live into Easter.  My prayer is that 
this Easter will signal a journey 
into new life and new begin-
nings.  As we move forward in the 
diocese with a process of mission 
action planning, develop new 
partnerships with agencies such 
as Anglicare, and as we explore 
fresh expressions of being church, 
so I trust we will be living more 
deeply into the Easter experi-
ence”, the archbishop said.

Large Hall, suitable for 
warehouse or office...
Peter Sandeman

 
While the Church on the cover 
is not an Adelaide Anglican 
church building, we can’t be 
too smug in our Diocese, St 
Paul’s Pulteney Street is a ready 
reminder of our decreasing 
presence in Adelaide.  

Our attendance figures 
dropped by 7% between 1996- 
2001 and of those who faithfully 
attend 45% are aged 60+, 25% 
are baby boomers and only 30% 
are gen x and gen y. 1

We also have a older age 
profile2  so unless we grow 
significantly we are in danger of 
dying out.

But its not just our decline in 
raw numbers, it’s the growth in 
the general population which 
accentuates our decreasing 
influence. Church builder Steve 

Addison estimates that with 
record immigration growth of 
one million every three years 
we will need to plant 1,000 new 
churches every three years just 
to keep up.3

Despite some positive exam-
ples the general trend is clear 
so the role of the new Mission 
Facilitator Steve Clarke in help-
ing all of us become sowers of 
the seed will be crucial. 

This Easter let’s commit 
ourselves to new growth - in our 
Church - in our city - now.

For those who like to know 
these things the church building 
turned into a bottle shop is the 
old Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 
at Taree, northern NSW.
1 Church Attendance and Mission,  
General Synod Office 2007
2 National Church Life Survey Research 
website: www.nds.org.au 
3 Next 1000, found at www.next1000.org

I was in the Middle East at the 
end of Israel’s military interven-
tion in Gaza.   

Travelling through Egypt, Jor-
dan and Israel, I was powerfully 
struck by the signs of past conflict 
and ever present indications of 
tension.

The military checkpoints and 
armed guards became routine.  
The military lookouts and razor 
wire added to the starkness of the 
Jordan wilderness.

In Jerusalem itself, the tem-
ple precinct and the wailing 
wall formed a contrast with the 
modern day wall of concrete 
constructed for “security” pur-
poses, but which divides people 
from people;  both walls together 
constituting a confronting and 
confounding history of conflict.

It was the week before Israel’s 
election and the more extrem-
ist parties seemed to be in the 
ascendency.  

“When will it end”, I found 
myself asking repeatedly?  “With 
such a history of violence, fear 
and suspicion, how can these 
countries break through to peace 
and respect?”

Miroslav Volf talks about the 
danger of memory.1 He makes the 
point that while remembering is 
essential to protecting us from 
the repetition of past atrocities, 
that same remembering can 
justify us in committing present 
violence: “so easily does the pro-
tective shield of memory morph 
into the sword of violence”.

In the Good Friday story of 
Jesus Christ there is an end to 
violent remembering.

On that day, after his friends 
had forsaken him, after they had 
they stripped him of his dignity, 
after the trial when everything 
was done according to the Law, 
after the soldiers spat on him and 
whipped him, they dragged him 
up a hill, nailed him to wood and 
left him to die slowly. And as he 
hung there he cried out with the 
economy of words that goes with 
dying:

 Father, forgive them.

Jeffrey Driver: 
Dangerous memory

radical
forgiveness

Aggression was met with for-
giveness, the cycle of retribution 
was broken. Violence was borne 
without revenge. Suffering was 
absorbed in vulnerability and 
self-giving.

Savagery was turned into sacri-
fice and the wheels within wheels 
of human vengeance came to a 
grinding halt, the eternal cycle of 
retribution was derailed, and the 
counting of grief and forgiveness:

seven, 
 seventy,
   seventy times, 
  stopped.

With that cry, that prayer, 
the cherished remembering of 
violence is spent; our unnamed 
hatred, our human aggression, 

Guardian

the grief begetting of grief is taken 
up into the offering of the Son of 
God.

As  Hans Kung put it: 2

Love of enemies instead of their 
destruction, 

unconditional forgiveness in-
stead of retaliation;

Readiness to suffer instead of 
using force; Blessing for peace-
makers instead of hymns of hate 
and revenge.

 Here is the Cross of Jesus.  Here 
is the way beyond violent remem-
bering.

+Jeffrey

1 Volf, M.,  The End of Memory:  
Remembering Rightly in a Violent World, 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 2006.
2 Kung, H,  On being a Christian, Collins, 
Glasgow, 1978.

“ Savagery was turned  
 into sacrifice and the 
wheels within wheels of 
human vengeance came to 
a grinding halt

This Easter edition of The Guardian is all about death and 
new life.  Death, because as  Adelaide Anglicans, as chris-
tians,  we need to be willing to die in order to gain new life.  
New life will be seen in growth rising from the ashes of the 
Church in Australia that is slowly dying (see panel back 
page). What is God calling us to be and to do in the twenty-
first Century? The 56 parishes and 2,000 Anglicans using the 
Lenten Study To The Cross and into The World is not only a 
sign of new life but a challenge to find our vocation. 
The Guardian asked Steve Clarke to reflect on the issue: 
Why Australia doesn’t ‘get Jesus is on page 4

Jazz greats at St Peters for Palm Sunday
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Help us to give the gift of 
hope to those in need.

Anglicare makes a positive difference to the lives of 50,000 South 
Australians each year through a range of services to people who are 
elderly, homeless, unemployed and finacially disadvantaged. It is our 
dedicated volunteers and valuable employees which make it all possible.

If you want to volunteer or are looking for a more ‘caring’ career, please 
visit our website at www.careers.anglicare-sa.org.au or contact Human 
Resources on 8305 9200.

Volunteer opportunity of the month

We are looking for volunteers with experience in wood working, sheet 
metal working, welding, lead lighting, leather work or wood burning. If you 
have any of these skills and are available to volunteer 1-3 days during the 
week, please contact the Project Centre on 8276 5793 or email: 
projectcentre@anglicare-sa.org.au.

Visit www.careers.anglicare-sa.org.au to make a general 
application. 

Alternatively contact Human Resources on 8305 9252.

connecT
a worship service
especially for you

Sundays
@5.30pm

Relevant.
Informal.
Faithful.

St Jude’s Church,
444 Brighton Rd,

Brighton
Ph: 82968333

stjude@chariot.net.au

2009 Weekend Based Retreat Program Day and Weekend options. (Now available). 

Would you like to take some time out to reflect and re-centre?
Do you like space and ideas that stimulate the body and imagination? 
Would you like to communicate about important contemporary 
spiritual and life realities? Wisdom for Living offers opportunities
to do this at times that fit with busy living.
Men’s Day Retreat, “Passion and Contentment”
Saturday 2nd May, at the beautiful Warriparinga Living Kaurna Cultural 
Centre, Sturt. Lead by Bruce Stocks, Director Wisdom for Living. 
Discussion, bushwalking, space and time for personal reflection, fully 
catered, $60.00 (Concessions available on request). Book by April 24.

Personal and Couple Counselling (Gay friendly)
Special interest in recovery from childhood emotional wounding,
and other trauma.

Contact us on 08 8340 2240, 0421 845 091, or wisliv@adam.com.au 
for the 2009 Retreat Program, Bookings and more information.
More about Wisdom for Living at www.wisdomforliving.net

u Counselling u Supervision u Spiritual Companioning u
u Retreats u Workshops u Consultancy u

2009 Weekend Based Retreat Program
Day and Weekend options. (Now available)
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Holy week at the Cathedral

St Peter’s Cathedral and the Elder 
Conservatorium of Music will 
partner to present a series of 
meditative performances during 
Holy Week.

2009 marks the third year of a 
successful collaboration between 
the two institutions, with huge 
attendances in 2007 and 2008.

The events for Holy Week 
conclude with a performance of 
Fauré’s Requiem on Good Friday 

at 3.00pm, featuring the com-
bined choirs of St Peter’s Cathe-
dral and the Conservatorium, as 
well as the Elder Conservatorium 
Symphony Orchestra under the 
baton of Keith Crellin.

In the year of the 200th an-
niversary of Haydn’s death, the 
orchestra will perform Haydn’s 
Symphony No 26  ‘Lamentatione’, 
written especially for Holy Week.

Director of Holy Week Edward 

Joyner says that the music is very 
appropriate for Good Friday. 

“Haydn includes chunks of 
plainsong from one of the pas-
sions in the symphony – and the 
tranquil beauty of Fauré’s Req-
uiem makes it perfectly suited to 
a refl ective performance like this.

“It’s a huge week for the Cathe-
dral Choir. They start off with two 
services on Palm Sunday, one on 
Maundy Thursday, two on Good 

Friday and three times on Easter 
Sunday.” Edward said. “But many 
performers fi nd it very moving.”

Although over a thousand will 
pack the Cathedral on Good 
Friday, Mr Joyner says that the re-
citals earlier in the week are also a 
real highlight.

“There will be music by great 
composers including Bach, 
Debussy and Arvo Pärt”, he said. 
“I encourage people to come to a 

Holy Week recital and experience 
it for themselves.”
What Performances by musicians 
from St Peter’s Cathedral and 
Elder Conservatorium
Where St Peter’s Cathedral.
When April, 6, 7 & 8 at 5.30pm, 
April 10 at 3.00pm.
Price: Free (with a retiring dona-
tion). In 2009, money raised at 
the four performances will go to 
Anglicare.

Gliding from the Cathedral
Following on the heels of 

the Dean’s departure, the news 
that the Cathedral’s Sacristan 
John Wood was to leave in 
February after 28 years was 
a big shock to our Cathe-
dral community. Behind the 
scenes, John has been respon-
sible for much of the smooth 
running of Cathedral services. 
His legacy of excellence, serv-
ice, dignity, meticulousness 
and laconic humour will, we 
hope, be continued by others, 
but there will only ever be one 
Mr Wood.               Lavinia Gent

Laying about? Not likely for the 
four Adelaide Anglicans going to 
Lae.

Ian & Lin Rohde and Robert 
& Phyllis McEwin (pictured) are 
travelling to Lae in Papua New 
Guinea for 3 weeks in April – May 
2009.  

Ian & Lin go to St Bart’s at Nor-
wood and Phyllis & Rob go to St 
George’s at Magill, but Rob is cur-
rently the No 2 Locum at Kidman 
Park / Mile  End.

They will be joining four people 
from other churches in Adelaide 

No laying about in Lae
to assist with maintenance of the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics 
(SIL) Regional Centre in Lae.  SIL 
is more commonly known in Aus-
tralia as Wycliffe Bible Translators.

SIL has been in PNG for over 
50 years and has translated the 
NT and parts of the OT into 200 
local languages. As there are 750 
languages in PNG, there is still a 
need for linguists, translators and 
support people.

The Adelaide team’s fi rst prior-
ity will be renovating six rooms 
used as housing. This means til-

ing the bare 50 year old concrete 
fl oor, painting the rooms and 
hanging new curtains.  35Kg of 
curtains were made by volunteers 
in Adelaide last November and 
shipped to Lae in January.

This is Ian and Lin’s fi rst experi-
ence of travelling overseas as part 
of a volunteer working party.

They are looking forward to 
meet SIL workers and locals in a 
day-to-day setting.  

They are also keen to experi-
ence living in a different cultural 
setting and to seeing some of 

the magnifi cent scenery which 
PNG has to offer.  

But it is the 4th time Rob & 
Phyllis have been to PNG, using 
their annual leave.

Phyllis says, “It will be exciting 
and challenging to use our exist-
ing skills to support the work of 
translating the Bible.” 

The team will be visiting 
Ukarumpa, about three hours 
from Lae, to see the main support 
centre for the bible translation 
work undertaken by more than 
600 people from 17 nationalities.

They would value your prayers 
• for wisdom for living in a multi 
 cultural community,
• for safety in travel
• time to enjoy the situation.

This is Ian and Lin’s fi rst experi-
ence of travelling overseas as part 

They are looking forward to 
meet SIL workers and locals in a 

They are also keen to experi-
ence living in a different cultural 
setting and to seeing some of 

Ukarumpa, about three hours 
from Lae, to see the main support 
centre for the bible translation 
work undertaken by more than 
600 people from 17 nationalities.

• for wisdom for living in a multi 
 cultural community,
• for safety in travel
• time to enjoy the situation.

St Peter’s Cathedral and Elder Conservatorium of Music combined choirs 2008
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St Columba’s
Hawthorn

Easter Services
101 Cross Road, Hawthorn.

(8272 7266)

Good Friday (April 10)

9.30am Liturgy around the 
Cross

12.00noon to 3.00pm
3 Hours Devotion

(Guest speaker Dr Lynn 
Arnold CEO of Anglicare)

Easter Day (April 12)

6.00am Lighting of the New 
Fire and first Eucharist of 

Easter followed by 
celebration breakfast

9.30am Easter Eucharist

‘In His life we see light!’

	

Sunday 5th April – Palm Sunday 
10.00am	 Procession	from	Light’s		
	 Statue	and	Sung	Eucharist		
	 followed	by	Parish	Lunch	

Monday 6th April – Holy Monday 
11.00am	 Eucharist 

Tuesday 7th April – Holy Tuesday 
11.00am	 Eucharist 

Wednesday 8th April – Holy Wednesday 
11.00am	 Eucharist 

Thursday 9th April – Maundy Thursday 
11.00am	 Thanksgiving	for	Eucharist	
7.30pm	 Eucharist,	stripping	of		
	 altars	and	watch	

Friday 10th April – Good Friday 
	9.00am	 Liturgy	of	the	Cross	(fol	
	 lowed	by	morning	tea)	

Saturday 11th April – Holy Saturday 
 8.00pm	 Lighting	of	New	Fire,	first		
	 Eucharist	of	Easter	and	
	 renewal	of	baptismal	vows	

Sunday 12th April – Easter Day 
9.00am	 Sung	Eucharist 

Thursday 16th April – Easter Thursday 
11.00am	 Eucharist 

Friday 17th April – Easter Friday 
5.00pm	 Youth	Group 

Sunday 19th April – Easter Sunday 
8.00am	 Eucharist	with	hymns	
10.00am	 Sung	Eucharist	
7.00pm	 Café	Church	

Thursday 23rd April 
11.00am	 Eucharist 

Saturday 25th April – St Mark 
11.00am	 Eucharist 

Sunday 26th April 
8.00am	 Eucharist	with	hymns	
10.00am	 Sung	Eucharist	(followed	by	
	 Annual	Vestry	Meeting)	
7.00pm	 Café	Church 

Thursday 30th April 
11.00am	 Eucharist

Contacts	 Parish	Office:				8267	2673	
Rector:	The	Rev’d	Lyndon	Sulzberger		 Email:			office@ccna.asn.au	
0407	408	811	 Web:		www.ccna.asn.au	

Wanted to Buy
Australian Aboriginal

New Guinea and Pacific
Island Tribal items WANTED

Weapons, boomerangs,
artifacts, masks, bowls,

carvings, figures

ALSO DOT paintings, BARK
paintings, watercolours by

Aboriginal artists.

Phone Tony Bond
(08) 8272 2232 or

0401 008 488

Restore your phonographic
records or tapes to near

original quality & preserve
them on CD.

Restore faded 35mm slides
to original bright colour &

preserve them on DVD.

Ask us about VHS & 8mm
film to DVD conversion.

SA MEDIAWORKS
Kent Town SA Ph: 8362 2251

samediaworks@soundtrack.net.au
www.samediaworks.soundtrack.net.au

Soundtrack ad.indd   1 23/2/09   11:09:59 AM

POSITION VACANT
The Parish of Kingaroy, Diocese of Brisbane, seeks 
expression of interest for the position of Rector.  

For a copy of the Parish Profile and/or to submit an 
application for consideration please contact:

The Right Reverend Rob Nolan, 
P.O. Box 2600, Toowoomba, Queensland 4350

Ph 07 4639 1875. Email: rnolan@anglicanbrisbane.org.au

Guardian

Geoffrey Lin Anglican Chaplain 
to Adelaide University and UniSA 
(City campuses)

For we are to God the aroma of 
Christ among those who are being 
saved and those who are perish-
ing. To the one we are the smell of 
death; to the other, the fragrance 
of life. (2 Cor 2:15-16)

“The one thing we are not is 
odourless.”  Wherever God leads 
us, we will either be the “stench of 
death” (think corpse) or the fra-
grance of life (think Chanel No 5).

One of the most important 
mission fields is the campuses 
on North Terrace where there are 

over 30,000 full time undergrads.
 The highlight of each year for 

christian work  is “Jesus Week” - a 
week of heightened evangelism.

This year’s campaign posed the 
question, “Is God Dead?” We held 
public meetings each lunchtime, 
and students roamed the campus 
trying to engage passers-by in 
gospel conversations.

This year we tried two innova-
tions. Over 300 people attended 
“The Great Debate” between the 
founder of the campus atheist 
club and Geoffrey Lin, the Angli-
can Chaplain.  (You can see the 
debate online at www.es.org.au)

We also ran a number of fac-

ulty-specific events, with leading 
academics (such as biologist Dr. 
Daniel Peet) sharing how their 
faith and profession intersected. 
So, how did Jesus week smell?

At one campus we were told to 
take down our Jesus Week banner 

Anglican Chaplain Geoffrey 
Lin believes christians smell

Raising a stink on campus Editorial: 
the sins of 
the Guardian
But first a letter to the Editor

Sir, 
I wish the Guardian was more 

accessible. It is good to be able to 
offer comments and suggestions, 
and observations that might be 
published in due course. Cur-
rently there is no contact informa-
tion about the Guardian on the 
diocesan website (though you can 
read past issues on line, which is 
good). Nor amazingly is the legal 
statement about the publisher, 
including contact information, to 
be found in the otherwise well put 
together March 2009 issue.

sincerely
Brian Dickey
Our correspondent has pointed 

out two sins of omission in our 
last edition; the lack of publisher 
information which was an over-
sight on the part of your neophyte 
editor and the opportunity for 
participation by our readers.

Brian’s letter is published in a 
new letters to the editor section 
where feedback, comment and 
criticism will mean that in a small 
way The Guardian will be more 
accountable to the members of 
the Diocese of Adelaide.

Peter Sandeman, Editor

Two Wells
turns 100

John Bonifant, John Gordon, Bishop Stephen, Janet Phillips, Ruth Mathieson, Barbara Bonifant, Cath Goulter and Di Meaney

St Paul’s Anglican Church Two 
Wells held its first service on 25th 
January 1909.  A century later 
(on Sunday 8 February 2009) 
this event was celebrated with a 
service and luncheon.  

The procession into the church 

included John Gordon (Crucifer), 
Dr John Bonifant (Master of Cer-
emonies), Janet Phillips (Priest 
in Charge Payneham, previously 
Lay Minister in this parish), Bar-
bara Bonifant (Priest in Charge 
Two Wells and Mallala), Ruth 

Mathieson (Archdeacon of the 
Para), Diane Meaney (People’s 
Warden), Cath Goulter (Vicar’s 
Warden) and Assistant Bishop 
Stephen Pickard.

All the churches in Two Wells 
were represented at the service.  

 After the service we enjoyed 
a luncheon prepared by the 
parishioners from St Paul’s Two 
Wells and St Peter’s Mallala.  Di 
Meaney gave an interesting 
account of the early days of the 
Anglican Church in Two Wells.

Young people in the Diocese of 
Adelaide will gather for a special 
event in the middle of this year. 
The main organiser, Diocesan 
Youth Facilitator, Brad Henley, 
filled in the details:

So what is this “Inbarendi” thing 
anyway?

Inbarendi is a three-day, live-in, 
Christian experience for young 
adults (18-25).

It is aimed at helping them to 

How to get sent around the Inbarendi
learn more about God and their 
faith, and at giving them an op-
portunity to experience the very 
real presence of the Holy Spirit. 

Do young people need to be 
Anglicans to go?

We accept young adults from 
any Christian church or none

What’s “Inbarendi” mean?
“Inbarendi” is an Aboriginal 

word from the Kaurna people 
that means “meeting together”. 

Permission to use it is acknowl-
edged with respect. 

So when and where?
When From 5.00pm,Thursday 
July 16 to 4.00pm Sunday 19 July
Where Aldinga Beach Holiday 
Park, Cox Road, Aldinga Beach

What’s going to happen?
A heap of things including talks 

and discussion groups, games, 
quiet and reflective times, activity 
course, worship, song fests, and 

more. And there might be some 
special surprises.  All the meals 
will be provided; all we will have 
to do is eat, and help clean up. 

Emma Chisit?
The full cost is $150.00.  This 

covers all your meals, accom-
modation, and activities.  There’s 
even a minibus pick up.

How do you find out more?
Lee-Anne Walsh, 84451886 

leeannewalsh57@hotmail.com

on the grounds of OH&S and on 
another campus we were unable 
to hold a free BBQ .

More seriously, one lecturer 
told a student to take her Jesus 
Week jumper off on the grounds 
that it was offensive. But for 
others, we saw the aroma of life 
being inhaled.

As I write this article I think of 
the 3 young men and women who 
came to previous Jesus Weeks and 
have come to know Christ. They 
now belong to our 7pm gathering 
at Holy Trinity Adelaide. 

Please pray that they, like all of 
us, would always be smelly for 
Jesus wherever He leads them.

The	Anglican	Parish	of

Christ	Church	North	Adelaide
Jeffcott	Street	/	Palmer	Place	(BCP	Church	Services)

	 MONTHLY	NOTICESAll Welcome!
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Steve Clarke  
Mission Facilitator

Professor Manning Clark, in his 
acclaimed Boyer Lectures, draw-
ing on the Nietzschean image of 
“The Madman,” poses an impor-
tant question:

Assuming that [humankind] 
has killed God, what did Austral-
ians put in His place?  Did they 
bestow on each other the love and 
tenderness that they previously 
lavished on the Mighty Disposer?  
Or have we become bored survi-
vors, sitting comfortless on Bondi 
Beach, citizens of the Kingdom of 
Nothingness, who booze and surf 
while waiting for the barbarians.  
What is an Australian?  By what 
faith do we live?

Australian thought has been 
marked by a brooding agnosti-
cism, rather than a violent athe-
ism.  Although we have few phi-
losophers in the classical sense, 
it is important that we look to the 
works of our poets, our artists, 
our playwrights and authors, and 
enter their “shared world”.  

We must admit that these 
men and women often wrestled 
with the deep questions of faith 
in terms far more personal and 
poignant than does the profess-
ing church.

One of our great writers, Mar-
cus Clarke, echoed the anguish of 
many Australians when, in 1866, 
he wrote,

Happy is the man who can 
believe.  I cannot.  I am no desper-
ate destroyer, no denier of God in 
heaven.  I am rather as one who, 
wandering through the pleasant 
gardens of Faith and implicit be-
lief, has stumbled upon the stern 
rocks that border them; the rocks 
of Reason, and Practicality, and 
Materialism, and stunned by the 
fall is no more able to return to the 
pleasant paths and rest with ease 
upon the dewy turf but must cling 
to the rugged and sharp stones 
around him, lest he fall into the 
raging sea of despair and utter 
incredulity that boils and seethes 
beneath him.

Another great Australian, poet 
and author Henry Lawson, strug-
gled with the same issues.  

Many of Lawson’s poems and 
stories deal with themes strangely 
reminiscent of biblical ones.  He, 
and his fellow poet and contem-
porary, Andrew Barton (Banjo) 
Patterson voiced the protests of 
middle Australia, particularly in 
its perception of Christianity.   

Patterson’s poem, Only a Jockey, 
powerfully expresses the disil-
lusionment of many toward the 
church.  He wrote it upon reading 
the following excerpt in a Mel-
bourne newspaper.

Richard Bennison, a jockey, 

aged 14, while riding William 
Tell in his training, was thrown 
and killed.  The horse was luckily 
uninjured.

Having graphically described 
the tragedy of the fall, he con-
cludes the poem thus;

Only a jockey boy!  Foul-
mouthed and bad you see,

Ignorant, heathenish, gone to 
his rest.

Parson or Presbyter, Pharisee, 
Sadducee,

 What did you do for him? - bad 
was the best.

Negroes and foreigners, all have 
a claim on you;

     Yearly you send your well-ad-
vertised hoard,

But the poor jockey boy - shame 
on you, shame on you,

   “Feed ye My little ones” - What 
said the Lord?

Him ye held less than the outer 
barbarian,

  Left him to die in his ignorant 
sin;

Have you no principles, hu-
manitarian?

  Have you no precept - “Go 
gather them in?”

Knew he God’s name?  In his 
brutal profanity,

  That name was an oath - out 
of many but one -

What did he get from our famed 
Christianity?

  Where has his soul - if he had 
any - gone?

Fourteen years old, and what 
was he taught of it?

  What did he know of God’s 
infinite grace?

Draw the dark curtain of shame 
o’er the thought of it,

  Draw the shroud over the 
jockey boy’s face.

Lawson died an alcoholic; 
Clarke, an opium addict; Patter-
son’s skepticism followed him to 
his grave.  Despite asking search-
ing questions of faith in their 
literary works, they felt shunned 
by a Church that treated their 
questions, and lifestyles, as evi-
dence of apostasy.  

The paradox of perspective that 
lies at the heart of this struggle 
between seeker and church is 
captured by Sir Keith Hancock.  
He tells the story of two drunks, 
one of whom says to his mate,

“I bet you can’t even say the 
Lord’s Prayer.”

“Bet you two bob I can,” says the 
other.

“Go ahead,” his friend replies. 
“Say it.”

“Now I lay me down to sleep, I 
pray the Lord my soul to  keep”

“You win,” says his mate.  “Here’s 
your two bob”

Hancock says you can argue 
the story from two points of view.  
One would say that their igno-
rance proves how utterly pagan 
Australians are, whereas the other 
would say it shows that even 
when drunk, Australians have 
some Christian roots, though 
badly misinterpreted.  

What can we, as a Church, learn 
from this story?  Simply, that we 
should change our focus and, 
rather than decry the spiritual 
ignorance of secular Australians, 
do all we can to build upon the 
blurred images they have of God. 

 Did not Christ come to a peo-
ple who had a distorted view of 
God, the legacy of a religion that 
told them what to believe without 
telling them how to believe?  John 
Smith may well be right when he 
says, “We have been mildly Chris-
tianized as a nation but never 
evangelized.”

The Easter call to ‘make 
disciples of all the nations’ is 
not founded on an imper-

sonal command, but a relational 
imperative.  

It is a call for our engagement 
in the unfolding drama of God’s 
actions and presence in the rich 
cultural diversity that is evi-
dent wherever human society is 
formed.  

We are called, in faithfulness 
to life as God’s Easter people, to 
be the interpreters of the story of 
Jesus in a world of alienation and 
moral confusion.  

We must respond to the ques-
tions and longings of those, who, 
faced with the inadequacies of 
their own plausibility structure, 
see in the Christian community a 
new vision of reality.  

As Bishop Lesslie Newbigin 
reminds us, “it is a striking fact 
that almost all the proclamations 
of the gospel which are described 
in Acts are in response to ques-
tions asked by those outside the 
church.”  

It is only in our willingness to 
engage the socio-cultural reality 
in which we find ourselves that 
we will make sense of our Angli-
can traditions, and become effec-
tive interpreters of the gospel. 

As Easter people we must live 
in such a way that we may wit-
ness faithfully, authentically, and 
compassionately to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, reflecting 
a deep understanding of, and 
empathy with, the lives of those 
around us.

(Editor’s note: Jesus put this 
much more succinctly  –  Mark 
2:15-17)

Members of the congregation at 
St Martins Campbelltown have 
opened their arms and hearts 
to these new members of their 
congregation. The Sudanese 
group expressed their sincere 
gratitude when they received a 
warm welcome to St Martins by 
Parish Priest Mara Di Francesco 
on Sunday 22nd February. 

The group previously wor-
shipped at St. Peter’s Cathedral. 
A special cake was provided to 
mark the occasion. 

St Martins Priest Mara Di 
Francesco said that she was ex-
cited about this extension to the 
parish. 

She sees this move as a very 
positive and progressive ini-
tiative. She was confident in the 
knowledge that in the true spirit 
of Christian hospitality Parish-
ioners at St Martins were warmly 
extending the hand of friendship 
to the new flock. 

A service immediately followed 
the the welcoming ceremony. 
Services in the Dinka language 
will be held at St Martins every 
Sunday between 2pm and 4pm.

Mara Di Francesco reports that 
the new parishioners have settled 
well into the environment at St 
Martins and have expressed to 
her their gratitude for their new 
place of worship.

Welcome to 
St Martins,
now have 
some cake

Rev'd Mara with Rev'd David 
and Sister Elizabeth on the 
first Sunday the Sudanese 
congregation worshiped at 
St Martin's

WhyAustralia 
doesn’t ‘get’
Jesus

These many decades the sea has washed 
against me and I have withstood, Proud.
I am one of the wonders of the world.
And I have noticed all kinds of comings and 
goings –
Great whales spouting their dignity,
Binoculared tourists trying to get a closer 
look,
Clicking away at me ad infinitum.
Oh, I’ve lasted through black and white to 
digital I’ll have you know
And long before.
They even built a tunnel and a boardwalk in 
my honour;
Thousands pass by and then tick me off their 
itineraries.

Now, I have been shattered,
Fallen to little pieces of my former glory
Sunk below the waves.
But now I see things below the surface 
Of what I thought was everything.
Crabs and mussels take refuge in my broken 
shoulders
And my watery grave actually teems  
with unexpected life,
Life I never imagined – abundant life!
And many, many friends 
Friends who hang around longer  
than half an hour
And merely gaze.

Is this what it means truly to be an apostle?
Is this what it means to die?

David Thornton-Wakeford 

The Ninth Apostle 

Archbishop Jeffrey Driver 
and Premier Mike Rann 
have signed the South 

Australian Anglican Church Sec-
tor Agreement under the Climate 
Change and Greenhouse Emis-
sions Reduction Act 2007.

A ‘Sector Agreement’ commits 
an organisation or community 
group to deal with climate change 
and to reduce greenhouse emis-
sions.

Our diocese’s environmental 
commitment has been recog-
nised by our being only the third 
organisation to sign a sector 
agreement. The Local Govern-
ment Association and the SA 
Wine Industry Association signed 
the only earlier agreements. 

South Australia is leading the 
nation in tackling climate change 

and the Diocese of Adelaide is at 
the forefront of this campaign.

Under the Climate Change and 
Greenhouse Emissions Reduction 
Act 2007 the Premier as Minister 
for Climate change and Sustain-
ability can enter into voluntary 
Sector Agreements  “recognising, 
promoting or facilitating strate-
gies to meet any target set under 
this Act”.

Our Synod adopted the Na-
tional Church’s The Protection of 
the Environment Canon 2007 last 
year, which led the way for our 
sector agreement 

This canon, or church law,  
provides a legal mechanism for 
the Diocese of Adelaide to bind 
itself to reduce its environmental 
footprint. 

This includes minimising our Agreed: Archbishop Driver & Premier Rann at the signing

contribution to global warming.
By agreeing both to the Sector 

Agreement and the canon our di-
ocese shows that it is committed 
to the the Fifth Mark of Mission 
of the Anglican Communion: to 
safeguard the integrity of creation 
and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth.  

One of the main requirements 
of the Canon is to establish a Di-
ocesan Environmental Commis-
sion (DEC). An interim DEC wil 
advise the Diocese and encourage 
initiatives by parishes, the Cathe-
dral and Anglican agencies.

 The interim DEC consists of 
the Archbishop as chair with Oleg 
Morozow (the Cathedral), Jona-
thon and Lucy Larkin (Glenelg), 
Prof John Argue (Glen Osmond) 
Belinda McCulloch (Anglicare), 

Stephen Matthew, (Schools Liai-
son) and Peter Sandeman as the 
Executive Officer of the DEC).

These new developments build 
on our diocese’s existing record of 
supporting the  environment.

John Argue, in particular, has 
been involved in many projects 
with parishes. The Archbishop 
is providing $500 for each parish 
which connects captured rainwa-
ter to plumbing.

A major initiative, the Green Ca-
thedral project, received $100,000 
funding from the SA Government. 

Robert Martin, the chair of the 
project reports “Cathedral repre-
sentatives have been a catalyst to 
their partners north of the Tor-
rens Lake addressing their water 
and energy needs in a co-opera-
tive manner”.

Setting a green example: the Bishop’s Court 95,000 litre tank will waterproof the garden. Now we have the water we need a group of volunteer gardeners to make Bishop’s Court bloom, contact Diocesan Office.
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