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Lynn Arnold:

alled to
Contribute

Stephen Daughtry

has been awarded the Order of Australia. He’s a man who has

taken on the world and come out with his integrity and reputa-
tion intact. Now he heads up Anglicare, working for the benefit of the
marginalised and struggling members of our community.

| | e’s been Premier of South Australia, CEO of World Vision and

What drives him? What has motivated Lynn Arnold during a lifetime
of community service?

Put simply; it’s faith. Belief. But in what? And why? The Guardian
went to find out.

Guardian - The thing I'm really interested in is why you believe.
Lynn Arnold - Well, it started from a framework. I was brought up by
Christian parents so right from the earliest moment the idea of God
being present was always there. He was a natural part of our lives so
the idea of praying to Him every night is something that comes from
those earliest days. I guess the coming to know Jesus personally

is something that has become richer over the years. I'm not
one of those who can define a moment - you know,

“four o’clock on the 27th of November” — in fact,

frankly, I struggle a little with that concept,

but each to their own I guess.

Continued on page 5.

Forgotten Australians remembered

Stephen Daughtry

Archbishop Jeffrey Driver and
Anglicare Chief Executive Dr
Lynn Arnold have jointly wel-
comed an apology to Forgotten
Australians made by Prime Minis-
ter Kevin Rudd and Opposition
Leader, Malcolm Turnbull.

The formal apology was made
on 16 November and on the same
day Archbishop Jeffrey and Dr
Lynn Arnold issued a statement
welcoming the apology as “a nec-
essary, appropriate and overdue
step in the process of recognising
the wounds and personal dignity
of the Forgotten Australians and
Child Migrants”.

The General Synod of the An-
glican Church of Australia made a
similar apology five years ago.

In the joint statement, the
archbishop and Dr Arnold said:

“It is a sad truth that many
things which are lost or stolen
can never be replaced. This is
especially true for the Forgotten
Australians and Child Migrants,
who have had taken from them
opportunities for love, nurture
and development that, as a
society, we had the responsibil-
ity to provide for them. These
things, once stolen, can never be
replaced.

“We also recognise that, for
many, what was taken from them
has contributed to a lifetime of
pain and distress. We grieve with
them and for them, hoping this

apology is a step towards healing.

“For all Australians, this apol-

Ordination

“Hundreds of thousands of these
vulnerable children have now
become adults. We celebrate that
many of them have found the cour-
age and support to move on and
become successful, contributing
members of the community.”

ogy is a chance to acknowledge
the damage done to these victims
of abuse and neglect. The act
of saying ‘sorry’ is a profoundly
important step on the path to
healing for both perpetrator and
victim.

“The Anglican Church is not
blameless when it comes to is-

sues of abuse. We do, however,
believe firmly in the power of
repentance and forgiveness as a
basis for renewal.

“Through our agencies, like
Anglicare SA, we are committed
to reaching out to those who are
in need of care, continually im-
proving our processes and facili-

Peter
Signs Off

ties and ensuring that our society
is a safe and happy place for both
children and adults.

“On this day we add our voice
to the national apology and
commit ourselves to the ongo-
ing healing of those who have
suffered.”

Those who are personally con-
nected to the group known as the
Forgotten Australians can request
a printed copy of the apology be
mailed to them by contacting the
Department of Families, Hous-
ing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs.

Email: child.protection@fahc-
sia.gov.au

Freecall: 1800 050 011
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On a beautiful Adelaide Hills
morning, 31st October, before the
fierce heat wave had arrived, the
little English style Church of St
John was filled to overflowing for
the Ordination to the Diaconate
of Dawn Colsey and John Venus.
The church, grounds, service,
lunch venue and catering had
been thoroughly prepared by the
Rev’d Tim Sherwell and the peo-
ple of the Cooperating Parishes of
Kensington Gardens and Norton
Summit with Montacute. The
parking arrangements went like
clockwork with “valet parking”
in the hands of Norton Summit
stalwarts who are used to making
the most of limited room on a
slippery grass slope.

It was a joy to me to be sup-
ported by so many fellow
parishioners, family, friends and
well-wishers, with many clergy
among them. The Right Reverend
Dr Stephen Pickard, Assistant
Bishop of Adelaide, presided,
preached and ordained us on
this Feast of Saints Simon and
Jude, and he set an atmosphere
of joyful celebration. The hilltop
church, with its glorious view
over the city through pines and

THE KAPELLE

SINGERS

- winners of the 2006
South Australian ABC
Classic FM “Choir of the
Year® will be
performing "Carols
Around the World® in

5t Peters Cathedral on Tuesday,
15th Decembar at B.30pm.

Cowne and hear briant fvads
plavers, Brnpavyl and onpan
SCCEONTIRGTY IS larsd Choir Sincing

el A ressr o

eucalypts, rang with two hundred
voices, giving John and me all
the courage needed to make our
vows of service to God and the
Church “by God’s grace.”
Lunch followed in the well

refurbished former council
chambers nearby. A sad note was
the recalling of the recent death
of John’s wife Meredith on 8th
September. We honoured how
much she would have wished to
be present on such a memorable
day. John and I have the privilege
of serving with Tim, with local
licenses, in the three communi-
ties which have become dear to
us and have accepted us whole-
heartedly, on the plain and in the
hills, as honorary deacons.

Bishop Stephen
ordains John
‘ n looks on.
: Mr Venus

Why Persist with the Communion Cup?

Canon Richard Tutin

Why do we persist with the
common cup at the Eucharist?

The ongoing presence of the
HINI1 Flu Virus, better known as
Swine Flu, has increased debate
about the use of the common
cup at the Eucharist. Some
Anglican congregations have, for

Attention Women

CWCI Weekend Convention
at Victor Harbor
19th to 21st March
2010 with two Excellent
Speakers

Theme
“Who IS in control?”

For brochures
www.cwciadelaide.net
or contact
Judy Pettit 08 8248 1772
or mob 0439 573 759

Closing date for registration
14 March 2010
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r ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC

# INTERNATIONAL
"= SUMMER SCHOOL
[0th January 2010

The Choir of the Summer School, conducted by
Dr Jeffrey Smith, Canon Director of Music, Grace
Cathedral, San Francisco

You are invited to these events during the week

Liturgy of the Gifts — Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 170
Flinders Street, Adelaide
Wednesday 6th January at 7.30 pm

Tenebrae — Pilgrim Uniting Church, |2 Flinders Street, Adelaide
Friday 8th January at 8.30 pm

The Liturgy of Light — St Peter's Cathedral, North Adelaide
Saturday 9th January at 9.00 pm

Sung Eucharist — St Peter’s Cathedral, North Adelaide
Sunday 10th January at 10.30 am

ALL WELCOME
CONCERT IN ST PETER’S CATHEDRAL

Tuesday 5th January at 7.30 pm

Music by Bach and Handel, and Australian
and New Zealand composers

Vocal and instrumental ensembles directed by Lesley Lewis,
with Siegfried Franke, Principal Organist to the Summer School
Tickets at the door: $20, concession $10

Enquiries: SSI10@rscmaustralia.org.au
Website: www.rscmaustralia.org.au

some time, used individual cups
alongside the common cup to
assist people who have concerns
about receiving the wine at the
Eucharist and possible health
risks, especially during the flu
season when illness is passed on
very easily.

If we go back many centuries
to the early life of the church, we
find that communicants received
both bread and wine. This was
in response to both Jesus’ action
and example at the last supper,
as recorded in the gospels, and
his command to do it in remem-
brance of him. Paul in his first
letter to the Corinthians recounts
the offering of bread and wine to
the disciples at the last supper
by Jesus in a way that suggests
a form of liturgy for the Eucha-
rist was in existence from the
Church’s beginnings.

Even so, should we persist with
a tradition that could be respon-
sible for infecting the average
church congregation as it gathers

to celebrate the Eucharist? With-
drawing the common cup has
often, when flu pandemics strike,
been proposed as one element in
a preventative strategy.

It is, though, an action that
touches both directly and
seriously the sacrament of the
Eucharist itself. To receive the
wine alongside the bread reminds
us that the sacrament Jesus left
us in his memory includes bread
and cup together. Both elements
are equally important and not
inferior to each other. To simply
drop one element because of
a perceived risk can send the
signal that we regard the con-
secrated wine as inferior to the
consecrated bread, no more than
an optional extra. We also may
be in danger of giving people a
false sense of security. Flu viruses
can still be spread through ac-
tions such as shaking hands or
handling a book someone has
accidentally sneezed on.

What then do we do? Health

authorities have advocated that
we wash our hands regularly
and stay home if we have flu
symptoms. As well, during the
administration of communion,
the regular changing of purifica-
tors is helpful along with making
sure that chalices are clean at all
times. The dipping of the bread
into a chalice of wine is not re-
garded as a useful alternative be-
cause of the danger that the wine
in the chalice can be contami-
nated by making contact with the
hands holding the dipped bread.
Should we persist with the
common cup? There will always
be those who prefer to have an
individual cup when receiving
the wine. On the whole though, if
we use common sense and good
practices the tradition of receiv-
ing the wine at the Eucharist
from the common chalice can
certainly continue as we faithfully
carry out Jesus’ command to do it
in remembrance of him.
(Courtesy: Brisbane FOCUS)

Bible Smugglers out of Work

Thirty years ago it was illegal to
even own a Bible in China. Since
1987 however a Nanjing company
has printed over 60 million cop-
ies, 45 million of them distributed
in China. Bible Societies world-
wide subsidise the paper cost,
and supporters were recently
able to see first-hand the “Bible-
printing capital of the world”.

With floor space twice the size
of St Peter’s Basilica in Rome, the
Amity Printing Company prints
a quarter of the world’s Bibles. Tt
publishes in 90 languages, but
80% of the Bibles are in Man-
darin, for use within China. It’s
quite a turnaround for a country
in which, only thirty years ago, it
was illegal to even own a Bible.

Nonetheless, restrictions still
apply and only Amity-printed
Bibles can be legally distributed.

“It was amazing to see thou-
sands of Chinese Bibles rolling
off the press in front of my eyes,
and to take them personally to
villages in China was an over-
whelming joy”, said Olga Sujanto
upon return to Australia.

When the country “opened
up” at the end of the Cultural
Revolution, Christians in China
approached the State in order
to print Bibles. When the stag-
gering cost of paper purchase
became evident, the United Bible
Societies stepped in. Bibles sell at
approximately US$2 each.

Updated ***Subjects for 2010*** Updated
Theology of Tomorrow’s Church*POSTPONED**
Presented by Rt Rev Dr Stephen Pickard - Ass Bishop of Adel.
Contemporary Biblical Preaching
Presented by Rev Dr John Sweetman - Principal, Malyon
College, Brisbane. 9th to 12th March
*xx NEW SUBJECT***
Marriage and Divorce in Biblical and
Contemporary Perspective
Presented by Rev Peter Lockery - Vice Principal, Bible
College SA. 12th to 14th July, 27th & 28th September

Subjects can be audited, or for credit towards the Australian Col-
lege of Theology’s MA/Graduate Diploma in Theology or Ministry

A Ministry of Bible College SA, 176 Wattle, Street, Malvern SA 5061
Contact the Executive Officer— Glenn Clarke Ph 8291 8188
email sagst@biblecollege.sa.edu.au  www.graduatetheology.sa.edu.au

REJOICE!

A service of lessons and carols

The Quire St Nicolas

Directed by Lesley Lewis
Organist Shirley Gale
3pm SUN 13 DECEMBER
St Peter’s Cathedral
King William St, Adelaide
also
5:30pm SUN 13 DECEMBER
Zion Lutheran Church
Angaston
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COMMUNITY FOR
34 YEARS

* Projectorsi/Screans
* Audio Systems

* Hearing Aid Loops
= Lighting

SALES HIRE INSTALL

8340 3100

334 Port Road, Hindmarsh
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POPE SAYS WELCOME w

oW Many

Will Go?

Archbishop Jeffrey Driver has
said he did not believe Pope
Benedict’s announcement of
provisions for dissident Angli-
cans to join the Catholic Church
would have a major effect on the
Anglican Church of Australia.

The Vatican has announced
that “ordinariates” will be
established to allow Anglican
and Episcopal congregations to
convert while retaining many of
their worship traditions.

Archbishop Jeffrey said he
saw the Pope’s announcement
as a “development” of informal
arrangements in place for some
time.

“At one level it is a welcome
recognition of the substantial
overlap in faith, doctrine and
spirituality between the Catholic
Church and the Anglican tradi-
tion and a fruit of the dialogue
between the two churches over
nearly half a century.

“It provides some pastoral
certainty for a number of groups
who have been looking for new
ways of embracing unity with the
Catholic Church.

“I do not expect that there will
be alarge impact on the Anglican
Church of Australia, although a
pastoral ordinariate may provide
a pastoral home for a number of
groups that have already left the
Anglican Church to form their
own denominations over issues
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Christmas Eve
6 p.m. Children’s Service
11.00 pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
9.00 am Solemn Sung Mass

NEW YEAR’S SERVICE

5 pm Thursday 31st December
A farewell to the year and
preparation for the next.

Contact: Fr Scott Moncrieff
82729495
Cnr Goodwood Road and
Angus St, Goodwood

Restore your phonographic
records or tapes to near
original quality & preserve
them on CD.

&
&
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SA MEDIAWORKS
Kent Town SA Ph: 8362 2251
samediaworks@soundtrack.net.au
www.samediaworks.soundtrack.net.au

Restore faded 35mm slides
to original bright colour &
preserve them on DVD.

Ask us about VHS & 8mm
film to DVD conversion.

Wanted to Buy

Australian Aboriginal
New Guinea and Pacific
Island Tribal items WANTED
Weapons, boomerangs,
artifacts, masks, bowls,
carvings, figures

ALSO DOT paintings, BARK
paintings, watercolours by
Aboriginal artists.

Phone Tony Bond
(08) 8363 1351 or
0401 008 488

such as the ordination of women

as priests and the consecration of

women as bishops.

“There has been broad good-
will in the Anglican Communion
towards closer relations with
the Catholic Church, with this
including openness in some
quarters to a form of primacy for
the Pope among the bishops.

“Irecognise that the dialogue
about closer relationships be-
tween our churches have been
made more complex by the
ordination of women as bishops
and by current debates within
the Anglican Communion about
human sexuality. Nevertheless,

I am sure that these dialogues
will continue, and be the basis
of our ongoing relationship and
explorations.

“At the same time, I suspect this

development will pose its own
questions within the Catholic
Church about issues such as the
marriage of clergy.”

This led to a recent meeting
between the Pope and the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury, Rowan Wil- :

liams. After the meeting Rowan
Williams commented.

“I'wanted to express some of
the concerns about the way in
which the announcement of the
[decree] had been handled and
received, because clearly many
Anglicans, myself included, felt
that it put us in an awkward posi-
tion for a time — not the content

so much as some of the messages :
¢ who recently fled the fighting

¢ in the Democratic Republic of

: Congo (DRC), headed down the

: dirt roads of Eastern Congo. She

¢ had no idea where she was going.
: She only knew that she needed

: to get her six children away from

¢ the violence as soon as possible.

¢ This is the third time that she and
¢ her family have been chased from
: home because of fighting in DRC.

that were given out. So I needed
to share with the pope some of
those concerns, and I think those
were expressed and heard in a
very friendly spirit.”

Dissident Roman Catholic
theologian Father Hans Kung
criticized Pope Benedict XVI for
the decree, suggesting the Pope
was “fishing” for conservative
Christians to the detriment of the
larger church.

He went further, suggesting
the invitation to traditional-
ist Anglicans to join the Roman
Catholic Church went against
years of ecumenical work on the
part of both churches, calling it
instead “a nonecumenical piracy
of priests.”

Apologies to Pat

In the last edition of the Guardian we reported on Pat Watts receiv-
ing a Volunter’s Award from Premier Mike Rann. Unfortunately we got
Pat’s name wrong, calling her Pat Williams.

Sorry Pat, but at least it gives us the chance to celebrate you once

again. Well done.

¢ kept the Christmas message

: of giving and sharing alive by

: helping victims of violence and
: poverty.

. Director of Act for Peace, said one
¢ story symoblised the true mean-
. ing of Christmas for him.

: Mulingeza, a woman with not
: much more than Bageni, who
: was willing to take in complete

: shelter and safety. For Siyawna,

. the choice was simple, “They

¢ were just wandering on the road
: and had no place to sleep, so we

nv1ted
into our

invited them into our home.”

In the DRC, more that 70% of
refugees have been taken in by
other families. It is the people
with almost nothing who are will-
ing to share what little they have
with those who need it the most.
One woman who had been aided
in the same way said that “their
acceptance is so different from
the violence we escaped.”

Gifts from the Christmas
Bowl help Act for Peace project
partners on the ground support
the efforts of people like Siyawna,
who have made a sacrifice to pro-
vide another family with hope.

The Christmas Bowl is an op-
portunity to help provide real
peace and hope for war-torn

People around the world have

Mr. Alistair Gee, Executive

Bageni Katembereza, a refugee

communities in places such as
Sudan, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Gaza, Sri Lanka and
Pakistan.

With your support of the
Christmas Bowl this year:

¢ $50 can provide 50 children
with a five piece clothing set in
the Democratic Republic of the
Congo

¢ $150 can train a community
leader in conflict resolution in
Sudan

* $370 can provide a Burmese
refugee with one year’s worth of
nutritious food

To make a tax deductible gift or
order Christmas Bowl Resources,
please free call 1800 025 101 or
visit: www.actforpeace.org.au

Her journey led her to Siyawna

Shine Choir

strangers and offer them food,

and the wider community?

Gospel through the arts.

call 0448 330 452.

Would you like to bring the light of the gospel
through music and song to both churches

Shine Choir is looking for a Musical Director to start
in the New Year. Shine Choir is a vibrant Christian
Choir that seeks to serve God in spreading the
For a job specification email office@shinechoir.org or

Applications close December 30, 2009.
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fihathar you'ne just starting ouk, or looking to anhanca an almady
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real diference today for a brighter future,

To ind ot mone about voluntearing or employment at Anglicana
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Dec 20th -
Dec 21st -
Dec 24th -

Dec 25th -
Dec 26th -
Dec 28th -
Sundays -

aic! T For 9.00am Sung Eucharist

Parish office: 8267 2673
Email: office@ccna.asn.au

MUPE IS HERE. »A

Christ Church North Adelaide
35 Palmer Place (A/l services BCP)

2009 CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATIONS

7.00pm Nine Lessons & Carols (followed by supper in the hall)
11.00am St Thomas Holy Eucharist
5.00pm Christmas Eve Family Crib Service
with carols and nativity play
followed by free BBQ, ice cream and donkey rides
Animal Nursery open from 4.30pm
All children are invited to come dressed
as their favourite nativity character
& 11.30pm Midnight Mass (followed by champagne)

11.00am St Stephen Holy Eucharist

11.00am Holy Innocents Holy Eucharist

8:00am and 10:00am Holy Eucharist

Thursdays - 11:00am Holy Eucharist in Lady Chapel
followed by friendship lunch

Rector:The Rev'd Lyndon Sulzberger 0407 408 811
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Called tO contribute Lynn Arnold’s wrestle with God

Continued from Page 1.

LA - I came to a second phase
of knowing Jesus better in the
sense of the awesomeness of
what He did but then I went
through that phase that I be-
lieve many people go through.
The, “why would He do that for
me?” phase. Yes, maybe he'd do
it for everyone else, I can under-
stand that, but...me? I know me
(laughs). And I know He does
too. It’s then a case of moving on
to another phase and I suppose
that was really starting to happen
when I was in politics — but not
because I was in politics.

Reg Piper, former rector of
Holy Trinity would come and see
me every four to six weeks and
we'd have a nice chat and pray
together. I really appreciated that.
I went through that struggle with
him, explaining that I really didn’t
get it, and it was from then that I
started to understand this grace
of Jesus that takes no account of
who you are.

G - Were you from an evangeli-
cal background? Did you know
Reg or did he seek you out?

LA - No, we had been worship-
ping at Trinity since the mid
seventies and at that time I was
also worshipping at the Quaker
meeting house.

G - Quite a combination?

LA - Well, I'd joined the Quak-
ers back in the late sixties and
carried on worshipping there
until the late 1980s and, for a pe-
riod of time, something like eight
years, we'd go to two services on
a Sunday. We'd go to the eight
o’clock service at Trinity and then
to the eleven o’clock service at
the meeting house behind the
Cathedral. I have to say, the rich-
ness of that was wonderful. The
ministry coming from the church
and then the silent waiting upon
the Lord. To this day, even though
I seldom go to a Quaker meet-
ing these days, the depth of a
gathered silence is such an enor-
mous experience. For me it’s very
complementary to a number of
different worship styles in which I
participate.

G - Many people today would
suggest that the Anglican Church
is haemorrhaging, limping. Not
everywhere but in many places.
Why do you still maintain a belief
in the Anglican Church? Or do
you?

LA - One of the wondrous
things that awes me is the faith
of Christians over two thousand
years now, sometimes in situa-
tions that defy all the odds of rea-
sonable expectation of outcome.
I think of Christians in different
parts of the world and at different
times in history when they were
the last ones, it seemed, in their
particular communities. Chris-
tianity was about to die and yet
they kept the faith

So, is the church in our society
in trouble? Christendom is in
trouble but is the church of God
in trouble? Of course not be-
cause, ultimately, what we need
to do is grab Christendom, give
it a big shake-up and getittoa
place that’s closer to the church
of God. The Anglican Church is
no more immune from that re-
quirement than anybody else.

G - How would you do that?

LA - Well, first of all I think that
we've lost the plot a little bit in

all sorts of ways. It interests me
that we talk about the number of
people going to Anglican church-
es - that figure is about 10,000
on a Sunday- and we define that
as the Anglicans of the Diocese
of Adelaide. Yet, in the census,
people tick the ‘Anglican’ box at
about fifteen times that number.
Now, ok, obviously they’re not all
that committed if they’re never
seen inside a church. But they've
still made a tick in that box so
my question is why we don’t try
and re-engage, at least with that
group because they've already
done that first tick. There’s
something in their existence that
connected them to the Anglican
Church.

The number of people who
say they’re Christian is close to
seventy percent. The number
of people who attend church is
close to ten percent so there’s that
big gap there. The Great Com-
mission calls us to be there for
all people — which we should be
—but we certainly should be there
for that group.

I get really agi-
tated when I hear
people say, “Oh well,
we’re a dying par-
ish.We’ll all getting
older and mov-
ing out to smaller
homes and retire-
ment villages or
people are dying’.
My answer is, “Yes,
but people are mov-
ing into those hous-
es that people are
leaving. Where’s the
engagement with
them?”

If the reply is, “That’s too hard”,
then that upsets me.

G - Is church ‘hard’ though? Is it
your opinion that is how it must
be if we are going to engage?

LA - Is church hard? I guess
what that means is, do those new
people who've moved in or others
who have become just a tick in a
box on the census find that the
church is not doing anything for
them. I think we then have to ask
why it’s not — or it hasn’t been
—doing anything for them. At a
time when you have big new-age
expos in Adelaide every year you
sense there’s a yearning of the
spirit. I think people do want to
reach out to something and we're
failing to answer that question.
Maybe one of the ways we're
failing to answer it is that people
think we've formed ourselves into
a comfortable collective who say
and do nice things, so they just let
us get on with it. That’s very sad.

G - It’s true though, isn't it?
There is a ‘culture’ of Anglican-
ism, especially in the wealthy and
better educated suburbs. Angli-
canism can be just a part of your
social networking toolbox.

LA - There’s not only an order
of service in the Anglican Church,

there’s an order of seating!
(Laughs) Oh yes, we do have a
very ordered lifestyle and I think
we need to shake ourselves up

a bit. Mark Labberton, in ‘The
Dangerous Act of Worship' re-
ally makes some very pungent
comments about the fact that we
can get ourselves into a serious
comfort zone. We need to break
ourselves out of that.

G - That’s not where you've
been though. You've followed a
faithful path throughout your life
but you haven’'t been in com-
fortable places. As a Christian
you've gone into politics, which is
notorious for tearing the soul out
of people and making a person
compromise in all sorts of ways.
How did you survive that? Was it
because of your faith or in spite
of your faith?

LA - I think it was part of the
expression of my faith. I knew -1
felt — that I had the gifts to con-
tribute something in that arena
and therefore I should do so. Oth-
er people do also and they should
do so. Others don't and they

shouldn’t. They're the gifts we
have — or don’t. Was that going to
be easy? No, it wasn’t but any role
in life we take on will face similar
challenges and compromises,
the risk of losing the vision. Yes,
there’s a more public framework
of battering and undermining
that can take place in the political
world and, yes, you have to ask
for prayers to hold you through
that, but I think that happens to
all of us in our lives.

G - It's very common in the
church.

LA - Yes, I guess. Yes. I'm very
taken with icons and there’s one
particular icon based on the
theme of Jacob’s Ladder with the
angels coming down and monks
climbing up. There’s the expect-
ant crowd in Heaven awaiting
them coming but the demons
from below are pulling them off
the ladder. Not all of them, but
some. It’s really a metaphor of the
life that faces all of us.

Politics is a reactive environ-
ment. It reacts to what people
want, by and large, and the
people in politics represent the

good, the bad and the ugly —just
as society does. So to say that
politics is too dirty is to say that
humanity is too dirty and I'm
going to walk away from it. I
couldn’t do that.

G - Should the church stay clear
of politics?

LA -1 don’t agree with for-
malised Christian responses in
politics. I'm not a supporter of
there being a Christian party and
all Christians voting for it. I saw
an article recently which troubled
me a bit. It was talking about the
Christian lobby. I really struggle
with that. I think the history of
formalised Christian organisa-
tions in a political sense is not
that good. But, for a Christian
to play a role in politics? I think
that is critically important. We
have a role. We have a prophetic
obligation because we are given a
vision, a promise of a place where
there will be no tears, where a
person shall labour and it shall
not be for someone else, they
shall get the benefit themselves.
We have that vision of hope. If

we don't tell that story, who is
going to tell it? You can't tell it

by sidelining yourself from the
mainstream of activity. Advocacy
has to be part of our calling. You
can’t disengage. You can'’t say,
“We’ll let them get on with their
political business and we’ll get on
with our churchy business”. If you
do you've lost contact with the
‘polis’, with the society.

G - Which brings us to Angli-
care. Many would see it as the
church reaching out into the
world to try and help the margin-
alised and to bring hope to those
who are lost — but — you now get
most of your money from the
government. How does Anglicare
maintain that sense of spiritual or
gospel integrity without becom-
ing a servant of two masters?

LA - Well, the first thing we
have to do is know who we are.
That’s why our strategic plan is so
important. If you don’t know who
you are then it’s not a case of sell-
ing yourself out because there’s
nothing to sell. Yes, the percent-
age of government funding we re-
ceive worries me but I don't want

it cut back. I want to increase
the amount we get from non-
government sources. Includ-
ing from our parishes and ac-
tive Christians. Also from the
general public. I don't see a
worry there, that we're keep-
ing our mouths shut because
government money. In fact
we've increased our advocacy
capacity in the last couple of
months and we're going to
grow that side of your work.
Our second strategic direc-
tion is about advocating for a
better world, in the Micah 6:8
sense. So, in itself, that’s not
the worry.

My worry is that, in terms
of where we sit in the An-
glican Church, I sometimes
have a nagging doubt that
some people see us as the
‘outsourcing’ of Anglican
compassion. If the Anglican
Church starts to see us as
that — that we do it for them,
all the ‘looking after’ people
—then I'd rather that we shut
down.

Lynn Arnold meets
resident Mrs Silvy at the
opening of Devonwood
Lodge in Elizabeth earlier
this year

We need to be part of the
Anglican Church reaching
out to the community to fulfil
Matthew 25: “In as much as
you did it to the least of these
you did it to me”. Anglicare
is part of doing that but so
is every other person in the
Diocese.

G - [ hear what you're say-
ing but if I'm in a parish and
I'm feel my impact on the
community is minimal and I
see a large organisation run
by a very powerful and suc-
cessful man, whom I admire,
I think, “What can Ido?”

LA - Yeah. We can be a
problem that way and it’s
something we're trying to ad-
dress in Anglicare as we try to
deepen our engagement with
parishes through partner-
ship. We have to understand
that it is a bit frightening to
have this large organisation
suddenly come and partner
with you and we may have
to learn how to do that bet-
ter. I don’t think we're that
good at it yet. We've had a

BE AN ANGEL OF HOPE
THIS CHRISTMAS...
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