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Archbishop Jeffrey Driver and 
Anglicare Chief Executive Dr 
Lynn Arnold have jointly wel-
comed an apology to Forgotten 
Australians made by Prime Minis-
ter Kevin Rudd and Opposition 
Leader, Malcolm Turnbull.

The formal apology was made 
on 16 November and on the same 
day Archbishop Jeffrey and Dr 
Lynn Arnold issued a statement 
welcoming the apology as “a nec-
essary, appropriate and overdue 
step in the process of recognising 
the wounds and personal dignity 
of the Forgotten Australians and 
Child Migrants”.

The General Synod of the An-
glican Church of Australia made a 
similar apology five years ago.

In the joint statement, the 
archbishop and Dr Arnold said:  

“It is a sad truth that many 
things which are lost or stolen 
can never be replaced. This is 
especially true for the Forgotten 
Australians and Child Migrants, 
who have had taken from them 
opportunities for love, nurture 
and development that, as a 
society, we had the responsibil-
ity to provide for them. These 
things, once stolen, can never be 
replaced.

“We also recognise that, for 
many, what was taken from them 
has contributed to a lifetime of 
pain and distress. We grieve with 
them and for them, hoping this 
apology is a step towards healing.

“For all Australians, this apol-

ogy is a chance to acknowledge 
the damage done to these victims 
of abuse and neglect. The act 
of saying ‘sorry’ is a profoundly 
important step on the path to 
healing for both perpetrator and 
victim.

“The Anglican Church is not 
blameless when it comes to is-

sues of abuse. We do, however, 
believe firmly in the power of 
repentance and forgiveness as a 
basis for renewal.

“Through our agencies, like    
Anglicare SA, we are committed 
to reaching out to those who are 
in need of care, continually im-
proving our processes and facili-

ties and ensuring that our society 
is a safe and happy place for both 
children and adults.

“On this day we add our voice 
to the national apology and 
commit ourselves to the ongo-
ing healing of those who have 
suffered.”

Those who are personally con-
nected to the group known as the 
Forgotten Australians can request 
a printed copy of the apology be 
mailed to them by contacting the  
Department of Families, Hous-
ing, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs.

Email: child.protection@fahc-
sia.gov.au

Freecall: 1800 050 011 
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Stephen Daughtry

He’s been Premier of South Australia, CEO of World Vision and 
has been awarded the Order of Australia. He’s a man who has 
taken on the world and come out with his integrity and reputa-

tion intact. Now he heads up Anglicare, working for the benefit of the 
marginalised and struggling members of our community.

What drives him? What has motivated Lynn Arnold during a lifetime 
of community service? 

Put simply, it’s faith. Belief. But in what? And why? The Guardian 
went to find out.

Guardian - The thing I’m really interested in is why you believe.
Lynn Arnold - Well, it started from a framework. I was brought up by 
Christian parents so right from the earliest moment the idea of God 
being present was always there. He was a natural part of our lives so 
the idea of praying to Him every night is something that comes from 
those earliest days. I guess the coming to know Jesus personally 
is something that has become richer over the years. I’m not 
one of those who can define a moment – you know, 
“four o’clock on the 27th of November” – in fact, 
frankly, I struggle a little with that concept, 
but each to their own I guess. 

Continued on page  5.

Forgotten Australians remembered
“Hundreds of thousands of these 
vulnerable children have now 
become adults. We celebrate that 
many of them have found the cour-
age and support to move on and   
become successful, contributing 
members of the community.”




