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BE  AN  ANGEL
OF HOPE

THIS
CHRISTMAS.

Anglicare supports those who are homeless, unemployed,  nancially disadvantaged, grieving or lonely. 
We work with families in crisis, offering foster care for children, care and therapy for the elderly both in 
their own homes and in the community; and counselling every day, right here in Adelaide. 
Anglicare provides emergency  nancial relief to more than 61 each day at a cost of $52 per family. 
If you can help just one family this year, it will be a marvellous Christmas gift. 

This Christmas, help us bring hope back to those who may feel they have lost it.

Send a donation to Anglicare —$52 feeds a family. Call us on 1300-HOPE SA (4673 72)• 
Collect food items and toys at your parish, and drop them in to Anglicare• 
Buy an angel for your tree at Cunningham’s Warehouse Sales and the Adelaide Arcade• 

Thank you for being an angel of hope. Every blessing for a wonderful Christmas.

Christmas Guardian 2008.indd   1 20/11/2008   2:19:36 PM



Page 8 — December 2008   The Anglican Guardian   w w w.adelaide.anglican.com.au

There are not many in the 
Diocese who get around in 

shoes reminiscent of the spats 
of yesteryear. But somehow the 
new Diocesan Mission Facilitator, 
Steve Clarke, would look wrong 
without them.

His wife, Fiona Boyes, is an 
internationally recognised blues 
musician who recently performed 
at the Adelaide Guitar Festival. 
Steve, who studied clarinet at the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music 
from the age of nine through to 
14 when he was kicked out for not 
sticking to the accepted traditions 
of performing he was taught, is her 
manager.

But the shoes and the blues are 
only part of what Steve is about.

A Baptist minister for 20 years, 
Steve worked as a church planter 
as well as teaching at the Bible 
College of Victoria, indulging in 
his passion for theology and its 
application to the world. But in 
2000 his personal life collapsed 

around him when his daughter 
tragically died.

“A lot of people around me 
thought I was having a crisis of 
faith but I wasn’t having a crisis 
of faith, I was having a crisis of 
meaning,” he said.

“It was around that time that I 
met Fiona. I had resigned from my 
ministry, as I was trying to cope 
with Trisha’s death. I just couldn’t 
keep up with my teaching and 
preaching responsibilities. I was 
struggling with depression and it 
took all my energy just to make 
it from day to day.  Fiona encour-
aged me to do something new, so 
I took on her management and 
promotion.”

As a former musician, moving 
out of the church and into the 
world of a performer and recording 
artist was not out of the realms 
of possibility. But leaving behind 
what had been his vocation for so 
long was difficult to say the least.

“It really impacted me. I had 

been wrestling with ‘is my ministry 
finished’. I suppose working in 
the music business was a way of 
testing that vocation.”

Fiona has recorded some ten 
albums and played shows and 
festivals around the world, often 
in the company of the greats of 
the blues genre. Unassuming in 
person, she has a voice that is wild 
yet strangely authentic. Fiona’s 
presence onstage is matched by 
Steve’s offstage. He holds an 
unquestioning respect among the 
musicians and promoters he works 
with.

Fiona was insistent that Steve 
would one day return to ministry. 
They were living in Portland, 
Oregon, when Steve saw the 
advertisement for a mission 
facilitator in Adelaide.

The job was perfectly suited to 
Steve’s résumé. His devotion to 
mission has taken him to desert 
Aboriginal communities where 
he was adopted as a son of the 

Wongkathja people and known 
as Kyupi Kyupi, or the Desert 
Whirlwind. He has also worked 
in the South Pacific and the 
Philippines, as well as with groups 
as diverse as merchant bankers and 
outlaw bikers.

An Anglican since 2000 – he was 
exploring his call to the priesthood 
before Fiona’s career took them to 
the US – Steve said Anglicanism, 
at its best, occupies a “missological 
middle ground”

“The middle path is always the 
path of engagement. The traditions 
of Anglicanism at its best offer a 
great point of engagement for the 
Gospel,” he said.

“I have come to the Adelaide 
Diocese as a missiologist with 
convictions of these things.  I am 
really looking forward to working 
within the Diocese, exploring the 
points of intersection between the 
Gospel and our diverse cultural 
matrix.”

A mission, the blues and 
some very trendy shoes

The Anglican Diocese of Adelaide’s new Mission Facilitator Steve Clarke

The parish of St Andrew’s 
Walkerville marked 

its 160th Anniversary this 
year.

Back in 1848, a group of 
settlers met at the Sussex 
Hotel and decided a church 
was needed in the area. 

A previous attempt had 
produced only a set of 
foundations.

Early in 2008 the Parish 
Sanctuary Guild discussed 
marking the anniversary of 
that decision with a simple 
morning tea and, possibly, 
a speaker. 

Somehow that plan turned 
into the major celebratory 
weekend events involving 
the People and Worship 
Committee and the Parish 
Council.

The morning event 
became a gathering of over 
70 people in the Parish 
Centre for morning tea 
followed by Bishop Bruce 
Rosier speaking of his life 

and work. 
He was warmly received 

by all present.
There was also a 

eucharistic celebration. 
Some parishioners dressed 

in versions of 1848 costume, 
the men sprouting beards 
or moustaches apparently 
overnight. 

A group re-enacted the 
original meeting to set up 
the parish using a script 
written from notes which 
had been made at that time. 

The music of the restored 
organ was complemented 
with a string ensemble 
made up of parishioners led 
by Hilary Bruer from the 
ASO.

In true commemoration 
afterwards some of the 
congregation enjoyed lunch 
at the local hotel – yes, the 
Sussex is still in business, 
too. Long may both 
establishments flourish in 
Walkerville.

Back to the Sussex 160 years later

Parishoners from St Andrew’s Walkerville dressed as their predecessors to celebrate 160 years of their church

by Barbara Colbert


