
Construction of the Federal

Government’s new detention cen-

tre on Christmas Island (also known as

Kiribati) is going ahead at a rapid pace

with the 800 bed compound expected to

be completed by the middle of the year.

Concerns have been raised about the

Government’s commitment to the

detention centre — part of its Pacific

Solution to manage the influx of

refugees and asylum seekers from

Indonesia, Asia and Africa.

The current detention camp on

Nauru Island — which is holding 82 Sri

Lankan detainees — will be phased out

as the new high-tech Christmas Island

compound is commissioned.

Adelaide Archbishop, Jeffrey Driver,

said he welcomes “what appears to be

an improvement of facilities for these

very vulnerable people but I still have

concerns about off-shore processing of

asylum seekers arriving by boat”.

“I recognise the needs for appropri-

ate border control,” Archbishop Driver

said.

“But people need to be treated with

dignity and care while their claims are

being assessed. 

“The risk even of this new

centre is that it will result in

a lower level of care away

from the support services

that are available in

Australia.

“It is important that the

process for assessing asylum

claims are fair, humane and

principled. 

“This is especially impor-

tant in the treatment of chil-

dren. I note that the camp

includes a nursery wing so

the expectation is that very

young children will be

detained.

“We can only hope that

the processing of detainee

claims for asylum will  pro-

ceed with a minimum of

delay and a maximum of

humanity.”

Christmas Island is 2600 kilometres

from Perth, and 360 kilometres off the

Indonesian Island of Java. The deten-

tion centre is being built on a rocky out-

crop far from the main Christmas

Island settlement. It can only be

reached by four-wheel drive. The area

surrounding the centre has high cliffs.

The Federal Government has

claimed that the centre is being con-

structed in such a manner that people

won’t be traumatised in detention.

The National Council of Churches

has expressed its concern over the new

detention centre and has asked the

Government to remember that the

majority of those seeking to

enter Australia through ille-

gal channels are generally

already victims of torture

and extreme deprivation.

NCC chairman the Rev’d

John Henderson said

recently that locking

refugees up in a detention

centre only adds to their

woes. He said psychologi-

cal effects are “severe and

ongoing not only for those

that are imprisoned but also

for the society that impris-

ons them.”

The Christmas Island

complex is expected to cost

around $500 million.

It includes an 800-bed compound

including an eight cot nursery, child-

care centre, playgrounds and school

rooms.

The management compound con-

tains family units.

The detention camp has ‘energised’

fences and movement detectors. It also

has camera systems under the building

eaves, on roofs and in every room. The

camp will be CCTV linked to a remote

control room in Canberra.

Detainees will wear electronic ID

tage which will identify them, wherev-

er they are on the compound, by locator

beacons.

Doors to all rooms will be electroni-

cally activated with request for exit but-

tons.

There is a hospital, operating theatre

and visiting rooms. There are kitchens

and extensive state of the art facilities.

One hundred and sixty bedsits will

provide accommodation for security

staff and sufficient staff will be on site

at all times to ensure the detention cen-

tre can be used with 48 hours notice.

Refugee Action Collective

spokesperson, Anna Samsom recently

visited the island.

She said the description of the centre

as a “government holding centre” was

really “just a nice name for an

Alcatraz”.
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Federal Government’s new
detention centre – concerning

Archbishop Jeffrey Driver

Call to Synod
Adelaide Archbishop Jeffrey Driver

has called a special sitting of

Synod for May 26, 2007.

The special sitting will receive the

audited financial accounts for the

Synod for 2005 and will consider

General Synod legislation and amend-

ments to the Diocesan Council

Ordinance 1980 following the resolu-

tions of Synod in October 2006 relating

to a revised governance structure for

the Diocese.

Included in the matters considered at

last year’s Synod was the presentation

of a formula for the restructure of

Diocesan Council.

Synod agreed to the redevelopment

of a smaller and differently constructed

Diocesan Council which requires an

amendment to the Constitution.

Such an amendment can not become

official until it is presented to a second

Synod session.

Synod will be at St Peter’s

Woodlands Grammar School, Glenelg

with registrations starting at 8.30am.
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Cathedrals are rightly seen as places

to expect fine worship — grand

liturgy and beautiful music. That is the

aspiration of the Cathedral community.

But we also offer an alternative

approach to worship with our

Contemporary Eucharist held once a

month. This service has drawn a mix-

ture of people of all ages — some from

the cathedral community, some who are

faithful parishioners elsewhere, some

casual visitors to Adelaide. Others join

us because they are looking for some-

thing different or are finding their way,

either for the first time or back, into

Christian worship.

The guiding principles by which we

plan and worship are these: we aim to

be inclusive in language and ritual;

non-hierarchical in planning and

responsibility for the worship; contem-

porary in language, theme and music;

to challenge ourselves to new ways of

thinking; to focus on social justice; to

give place to contemplation and the

mystical tradition; to be generous in our

hospitality and fellowship and to wor-

ship with our body as well as mind and

spirit.

Diversity

To this end over the past two years,

among other things we have Circle

Danced the Christmas Carols, used our

imaginations and our hands to make

Mandalas as we focussed on Centering

Prayer. We have contemplated creation

and time as we walked the Cosmic

Walk and we have also meditated as we

paced the Labyrinth. 

Each month we explore a different

theme. Some of them have included:

Include me out — Modern Martyrdom;

Christ in Wintry Earth; We, Us and Co

— New Ways of Being Together; The

six Sisters of St Francis of Assisi:

Wisdom-Simplicity — Poverty-

Humility — Charity-Obedience; All

Shall be Well: The Spirituality of Julian

of Norwich; Authority: Who says what

goes; The Bunker of Rectitude, The

Ghetto of Grace and The City of

Diversity: Christ and the World's

Religions

The service is held in the Cynthia

Poulton Hall within the Cathedral

Close on the first Sunday of every

month at 5pm. All are welcome.

Stephen Pash
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Cathedral Corner
inside St Peter’s with Associate Priest Stephen Pash

Look back in history – North Road Cemetery 
Captain William Allen

Vault L Path 20 South

Born in 1788, William Allen joined

the East India Company’s navy at a

very early age and when war ended in

the eastern seas he turned to trade and

sailed the coast of South East Asia for

25 years.

By 1833 he had his own ship with a

crew of more than 100 but profits were

irregular and good seamen were scarce.

Too many foreigners were crowding the

China trade and opium was beginning

to cause trouble.

William arrived in South Australia in

1839 and purchased land near Gawler

‘Buckland Park’. He also purchased a

one tenth share in Burra Mines for

£1300. Over the next ten years this

investment returned a profit of £60,000.

As Chairman of Burra Directors he

insisted on improving conditions in the

mines.

He was very generous to the

Anglican Church and gave £7000 for

the establishment of St Peter’s College

and a further £600 for the land on

which to build Pulteney Grammar

School.

His generous gifts to the Anglican

Church did much to solve Bishop

Short’s financial dilemma when state

aid to religion was abandoned.

William Allen was a very generous

supporter of charitable causes. He was

planning a trip to England when he died

of a heart attack in 1856. He never mar-

ried and with his death Adelaide was

robbed of a worthy philanthropist.

Matthew Goode

Plot 12 Path 18 South

After the death of his four month old

son, Matthew Henry, in England in

1851, Matthew and his wife Anne

sailed for Australia on board the

Caroline Agnes in December 1851.

On the voyage Matthew and Anne

lost their dead son’s twin sister, Lydia

Anne, who was buried at sea in

February 1852 aged eight months.

Anne gave birth to another son

Edward Samuel in 1852 but she died

shortly afterwards and was buried in

the church grounds of St Andrew’s,

Walkerville on June 23, 1852.

Edward died in October 1852 aged

four months and was interred with his

mother at St Andrew’s.

In the space of 12 months Matthew

Goode lost his wife and three children.

Anne and her son were disinterred and

reburied at the North Road Cemetery in

1853. They were the third and fourth

burials at the cemetery.

Matthew Goode remarried and when

he died in 1901 aged 81 years he was

buried with his first wife and child.

George Charles Hawker

Plot 38 Path 16 South

The second son of Admiral Edward

Hawker, George was born in England

in 1818 and was educated at schools on

the continent and at Cambridge

College.

With his younger brother, Charles,

George arrived in South Australia in

September 1840 on board the Lysander.
Another brother, James, joined his

siblings.

George travelled north with E J Eyre

and much impressed with the country

asked his father for financial help.

Admiral Hawker replied generously

and the brothers bought 2000

Macarthur merino ewes from Thomas

Icely near Bathurst and overlanded

them to the Barossa Valley. Some of the

sheep were rustled by Aboriginal peo-

ple but the brothers retaliated forcefully

and an uneasy truce was established. In

December 1841 George moved north

and found good water at Bungaree and

by 1847 the brothers had leased

500,000 acres of land. James sold out

his share to George and took up the

property of Moorundi on the Murray

River. In December 1845 George mar-

ried Bessie Seymour and had 15 chil-

dren; six sons and six daughters sur-

vived. He entered politics in 1858 and

held various portfolios before retiring

in 1895.

George Hawker died at his home the

“Briars” Medindie in 1895.

Before his death he had been

informed that he would receive a

knighthood and this was awarded

posthumously. His collection of paint-

ings and statues are now the property of

the Art Gallery of South Australia.

Bungaree is operated as a stud prop-

erty and tourist attraction by his great

grandson and family.

thanks to Robin McKnight
Curator North Road Cemetery
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Over the past three months many

people have asked me how I am

‘settling in’.

Certainly both Jennifer and I have

felt warmly welcomed into the diocese.

It has been an interesting, and at times

exhausting, three  months. I have

appreciated the collegiality and open-

ness of the people I work with and the

opportunites to move around the

Diocese preaching and meeting people.

But I must confess the idea of ‘settling

in’ is disturbing.  

I recall many years ago as a young

priest in the Diocese of Durham asking

the recently consecrated bishop, David

Jenkins, how he was settling in.

His response is etched in my memo-

ry: “Settling in; for heavens sake that’s

the last thing that should happen to a

bishop”. Jenkins had come to Durham

at the time of the great coal strike and

the battle between the then Prime

Minister Margaret Thatcher and the

leader of the Coal Miners Union,

Arthur Scargill.

Jenkins had preached a brilliant ser-

mon in Durham Cathedral on the cross

and resurrection and its application to

the downtrodden miners. It didn’t win

him any friends and his witty and

provocative ways got him into a lot of

hot water. Indeed, for most of Jenkins’

episcopate he was unsettled and he dis-

turbed many a comfortable Christian,

particularly Anglicans.  

So I don’t know whether I should

‘settle in’ or remain unsettled. It might

be that the tension between these two

ways of living belongs to the way of

Jesus.

I wonder if Jesus ever settled in.  His

life was one of constant disturbance of

the common ground and finding a

home proved problematic for “foxes

have holes and birds have their nest but

the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his

head”.  Yet there were wonderful times

of friendship, eating, conversation,

consolation of the broken, and teaching

engagements all over the place. From

this angle we might say his ministry

had a composed and ‘settled in’ feel.

Yet in the end his home in the grave

was broken up and the crucified one

became the Lord of Glory.  At this time

in our church’s year we are between

resurrection and Pentecost and more

disturbance by the Spirit.  

There is a challenge here for the

Church of Jesus Christ. On the one

hand it is called to ‘settle in’ and find

that solid ground of faith and life.  On

the other hand it is called out of its

complacency by the voice of Jesus and

the wind of the Spirit.  

‘Settling in’ is a good thing but its

only half the story of faith. Maybe we

need to learn to ‘settle in’ to the work

of God; a far more dangerous and

exciting journey.   
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from the Assistant Bishop…

Settling in?

Churches must
be safe places

for gay and 
lesbian people

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr

Rowan Williams, has said that the

churches of the Anglican Communion

must be safe places for gay and lesbian

people.

His comments come in a welcome to

an interim report on the Anglican

Communion’s Listening Process, a

commitment to listen to the experience

of homosexual people. Archbishop

Williams warns that the challenge to

create the safe space for their voices to

be heard and for their dignity to be

respected is based on a fundamental

commitment of the Communion. 

“The commitments of the

Communion are not only to certain the-

ological positions on the question of

sexual ethics but also to a manifest and

credible respect for the proper liberties

of homosexual people, a commitment

again set out in successive Lambeth

Conference Resolutions over many

decades. I share the concerns expressed

about situations where the Church is

seen to be underwriting social or legal

attitudes which threaten these proper

liberties. It is impossible to read this

report without being aware that in

many places - including Western coun-

tries with supposedly ‘liberal’ attitudes

- hate crimes against homosexual peo-

ple have increased in recent years and

have taken horrifying and disturbing

forms. 

“No-one reading this report can be

complacent about such a situation, and

the Church is challenged to show that it

is truly a safe place for people to be

honest and where they may be confi-

dent that they will have their human

dignity respected, whatever serious dis-

agreements about ethics may remain. It

is good to know that

the pastoral care of

homosexual people is

affirmed clearly by so

many provinces.”

In his statement,

Archbishop Williams

paid tribute to the

work of Canon Phil

Groves and the team at

the Anglican Com-

munion Office

involved  in coordinat-

ing the Listening

Process.

Reconciliation week
2007

The 40th anniversary of the 1967

Referendum promises to be a sig-

nificant and busy time in South

Australia this year.

The week kicks off on Friday 26

May with a Gala Evening at the South

Australian Museum and then on

Saturday 26 May with Sorry Day com-

memorations and the first performance

of the South Australian Reconciliation

Choir, which will hold a concert in St

Peter’s Cathedral at 7pm.

The concert will include individual

choir performances and will culminate

in a series of breath-taking performanc-

es as a mass, combined choir. The

Cathedral will also be the venue for the

official Reconciliation Service on

Sunday 27 May at 10.30am.

Later that day the Aboriginal Flag

will be raised at the Festival Theatre as

a mark of respect and ongoing commit-

ment to the Reconciliation process.

The Flag Raising ceremony will take

place at 1pm after the 11am

Reconciliation March from

Tandanyangga (Victoria Square) to

Elder Park.  Reconciliation Week con-

cludes on Sunday 3 June with a barbe-

cue at Campbelltown.

OSCAR OUTBACK TOURS
Travel in our 20-seater,air-conditioned Mercedes bus to 

Kangaroo Island, Flinders Rangers/Arkaroola,Oodnadatta, 

Birdsville, Back O Bourke, Strzelecki, Streak Bay, 

Gawler Rangers, Great Ocean Road and many more

Pleaase phone

AUSSIE GETAWAYS

1300 730 029

Bishop Stephen Pickard

Don’t miss this…
Bishop Stephen Sykes will be vis-

iting the Adelaide Diocese from 17–22

May. He is one of the Anglican

Communion’s leading theologians and

current chair of the Inter-Anglican

Theological & Doctrinal Commission.

Bp Sykes has written and lectured

extensively on issues to do with the

church, its mission and the nature of

Christianity in the contemporary

world. His latest book is Power and
Christian Theology.

Bp Sykes will be giving a public lec-

ture at the Adelaide College of Divinity

Chapel on Monday 21 May at 7.30pm

titled: ‘Power and Christian Theology:

Contemporary Challenges’.
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paras from the parishes

South Australian
Anglican     Cycle of

Prayer
The Cycle of Prayer 

compiled by Fr Stephen Clark from

the Coromandel Valley parish is

available online and can be accessed

at:

http://www.adelaide.anglican.

com.au/links.htm

follow the links to the

Prayer Cycle.

The Prayer Cycle web page is

updated on a 

monthly basis.

Wanted to Buy
Australian Aboriginal

New Guinea and Pacific Island
Tribal items WANTED Weapons,

boomerangs,
artifacts, masks, bowls,

carvings, figures
ALSO DOT paintings, BARK paint-

ings, watercolours by Aboriginal
artists.

Phone Tony Bond
(08) 8272 2232 or 

0401 008 488

Mandatory
reporting

training for
Willochra

Mandatory reporting training for

lay people in the Willochra

Diocese has been scheduled for

Saturday 16 June.

The one-day seminar, at Camp

Willochra, is especially relevant to

those who are directly involved with

children in Sunday School, kids clubs

and holiday activities.

The training is not church specific

as it applies to any situation in the

wider community where children are

involved.

Mandatory reporting training con-

cerns legal obligations for those who

work with or minister to children. The

training addresses recognition of

abuse, what constitutes abuse, and

reporting obligations.

Willochran clergy will have updated

training in September 2007.

St Philip’s, Somerton Park

St Philip’s holds a Gathering Service at

11am on the first Sunday of each

month.

The services are very positive and

attendance is growing.

After each gathering service there is

a lunch provided and children are enter-

tained with a variety of games and

activities. 

The Rev’d Barbara Paull-Hunt said

parishioners give special thanks to St

Pip’s playgroup coordinator Julie Sterzl

and her band of helpers who organise

the food and games.

All are welcome to the gathering

service on the first Sunday of each

month.

Church of the Ascension,

St Michael and All Angels,

Church of the Epiphany,

Stirling Parish

The Rev’d Peter Balabanski has been

appointed as rector to Stirling Parish.

Peter is expected to take up his

appointment in late July or early

August.

He has a strong commitment to out-

reach and youth ministry and his

appointment was strongly supported by

representatives from the three church-

es.

Peter, who has been at Parkside since

2001, will be accompanied by his wife

Vicky, a senior lecturer in New

Testament at Parkin-Wesley College,

Adelaide College of Divinity and their

daughters Anna and Laura.

Peter previously taught English as

Second Language in Melbourne and is

a guitarist and singer. Anna is a first

year Medical student at Adelaide

University and Laura is in the special

music program at Marryatville High —

she is a singer, story-teller, artist,

pianist, trumpeter and has recently

taken up the double bass.

St Margaret of Scotland,

Woodville, St Augustine’s,

Woodville Gardens, St

Barnabas’, Croyden

From the first weekend in May it is

planned that the 5pm Saturday Service

normally held at St Barnabas’ will be

replaced by a Eucharist at 9.30am

every Sunday.

Sung Eucharist at St Margaret’s will

continue at 9am on Sundays as will the

11am Sung Eucharist at St Augustine’s.

Home Communions will continue on

Mondays. Wednesday and Friday

Eucharists at St Margaret’s and St

Augustine’s will also be held.

On some Sundays there may be

adjustments to the services. Please ring

Fr Graham Head to check times if you

are not sure.

St Peter’s Cathedral

At their annual general meeting the

Friends of the Cathedral elected a new

committee with Peter Dunn as vice

chair and Barbara White as Secretary.

Lady Neal has again consented to be

Patron. The Friends committee has

chosen Ministry to Children as its focus

this year.

Friends will also arrange several

functions during the year for the

Cathedral Congregation, the first will

be a late afternoon tour of Bishop’s

Court on Sunday May 20.

Further details will be in pew sheets

nearer to the date.

St Bede’s, Semaphore

St Bede’s obtained a Community

Development Grant from the local

Council to assist with developing a

community garden which is now at the

stage of beginning to plant after many

months preparing the infrastructure.

The community garden is a project in

partnership with Western Mental

Health programs and local residents.

The community garden fence was

obtained through Western Mental

Health and the bigger costs of paving

and sleepers through grant funding and

Work for the Dole schemes. All of the

labour has been donated by members of

the parish and local community and by

Work for the Dole participants.

Children playing quoits at a recent Gathering Service at St Philip’s

New Dean of
the Murray

The Very Rev’d Dirk van Dissel

was collated Dean of the Murray

by Bishop Ross on St Matthias’ Day at

Christies Beach.

It was also the 33rd anniversary of

the Ordination of Fr van Dissel to the

Priesthood.

The church was full with guests

from all three dioceses of the Province.
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